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REPORT  OF  COMMISSION  ON  CONSOLI- 
DATION OF  METHODISM  IN  JAPAN 

To  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
Session  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  May,  1908. 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren:  As  early  as  1887  the  mis- 
sionaries and  native  preachers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  the  Methodist  Church  of  Canada  in  Japan,  agreed  upon  a 
tentative  plan  for  the  union  of  the  missions  of  said  churches  into 
a Japanese  Methodist  Church,  which  plan  was  referred  to  our 
General  Conference  in  1888,  with  several  memorials  praying  for 
its  acceptance. 

On  the  last  day  of  the  session,  May  31  of  that  year,  Report 
No.  XV  from  the  Committee  on  Missions  was  adopted,  by 
which  report  not  only  was  the  project  approved  but  our  mis- 
sion in  Japan  was  “advised  to  earnestly  seek  a union  with  all 
the  bodies  of  Methodists  in  J apan” ; and  the  Bishops  and  Board 
of  Managers  of  the  Missionary  Society  were  directed  to  make 
all  arrangements  for  the  “independence”  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Japan  whenever  it  should  appear  to  the  Bishop  in 
charge  of  the  Mission  and  to  the  Board  of  Managers  that  it 
was  “the  desire  of  the  Methodists  in  Japan  to  be  so  declared 
independent,”  and  whenever  arrangements  satisfactory  to  the 
Bishops  and  Board  had  been  made  “securing  the  real  estate” 
held  by  the  Missionary  Society  in  that  country. 

It  was  furthermore  ordered  that  in  case  of  such  union  during 
that  quadrennial  period  the  General  Missionary  Committee  and 
Board  “might  continue,  under  proper  regulations,  the  pay- 
ment of  appropriations  to  the  work  in  Japan.”  The  report  went 
even  so  far  as  to  provide  for  the  status  of  missionaries  in  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Japan. 

Whether  this  well-laid  plan  failed  through  providential  inter- 
position or  human  obstruction  may  not  here  be  discussed;  but 
the  conditions  that  made  for  such  a movement  did  not  change. 
With  varying  but  persistent  earnestness  the  subject  was  agi- 
tated in  Japan,  from  time  to  time,  until  1904,  when  in  response 
to  the  urgent  appeals  that  came  from  the  field,  based  upon 
facts  that  gave  sanction  and  force  to  their  urgency,  the  General 
Conference  at  Los  Angeles,  having  under  consideration  the  ques- 
tion of  the  " Unification  of  the  several  Methodist  Bodies  in 
Japan,”  adopted  the  following  report: 

1.  That  we  recognize  the  desirability  of  the  union  of  the  several 
Methodist  bodies  in  Japan. 
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2.  That  all  papers  submitted  to  this  General  Conference  on  the 
subject  of  Methodist  union  be  referred  to  a commission  of  five  to 
consist  of  one  Bishop,  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Mission- 
ary Society,  and  three  other  members,  two  of  whom  shall  he  lay- 
men, to  he  appointed  by  the  Bishops. 

3.  That  said  Commission  shall  have  full  power  to  confer  with 
similar  Commissions  appointed  by  other  Methodist  bodies  proposing 
to  enter  into  the  union,  and  to  take  final  action  in  the  adoption 
of  a plan  of  unification,  provided  it  shall  secure  the  approval  of 
four  out  of  the  five  Commissioners;  and  provided,  further,  that  in 
case  a plan  of  union  is  agreed  upon  by  our  own  and  one  other  of 
the  negotiating  bodies,  said  plan  of  union  may  be  adopted  without 
further  legislation  on  the  part  of  the  General  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


Pursuant  to  this  action,  the  Bishops,  at  their  spring  meeting 
held  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  in  1905,  constituted  the  Commission 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  by  the  appointment  of 
Bishop  Earl  Cranston,  the  Rev.  Charles  W.  Smith,  D.D.,  of 
Pittsburg  Conference;  the  Hon.  Lemuel  Scidmore,  of  New 
York  city;  and  the  Hon.  C.  Z.  Lincoln,  of  Albany,  N.  Y. ; Dr. 
A.  B.  Leonard,  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Missionary 
Society,  having  been  already  designated  by  the  General  Con- 
ference. 

It  has  been  a source  of  regret  to  the  other  Commissioners  that 
the  Hon.  C.  Z.  Lincoln  was  unable  to  attend  any  of  the  meet- 
ings. His  interest  was  manifest,  however,  in  suggestions  made 
through  correspondence. 

Your  Commissioners  have  now  the  duty  of  reporting  to  you 
their  action  under  the  authority  given  them,  resulting  by  God’s 
favor  and  guidance  in  the  organization  of  the  Methodist  Church 
of  Japan.  Realizing  the  number  and  importance  of  unsettled 
questions  that  must  claim  the  attention  of  the  General  Con- 
ference we  shall  not  attempt  even  an  outline  of  the  negotiations 
conducted,  but  report,  as  briefly  as  consistent,  such  facts  as  may 
appear  helpful  toward  an  understanding  of  our  action;  at  the 
same  time  asking  leave  to  file  with  the  Secretary,  for  reference 
and  for  such  other  use  as  the  General  Conference  may  direct, 
all  minutes  and  other  documents  that  are  of  legal  and  historic 
value  in  the  case. 

Your  Commissioners  entered  upon  the  work  assigned  them 
with  the  determination  to  keep  entirely  within  the  terms  of 
their  commission;  but  distinctly  impressed  that  the  General 
Conference  expected  them  to  meet  the  Commissioners  of  the 
other  churches  concerned  in  a spirit  of  fairness  and  fraternal 
purpose ; and  to  bring  about,  if  possible,  such  a union  of  Metho- 
dist bodies  in  Japan  as  would  best  secure  the  fruits  of  past  labors 
and  expenditures,  and  give  largest  promise  for  the  kingdom  of 
Christ  through  the  renewed  zeal  of  our  Japanese  ministry  and 
people. 
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Conscious  of  our  limitations,  we  have  sought  to  serve  the 
-Church  by  following  as  God  led  us  along  step  by  step.  With 
the  conclusion  of  our  work  there  is  one  land  where  a practically 
united  Methodism  moves  under  one  banner  to  the  conquest  of 
an  empire. 

Having  knowledge  of  the  repeated  agitation  of  the  question, 
and  the  unanimity  of  desire  amounting  almost  to  a passion  for 
autonomy  on  the  part  of  both  missionaries  and  Japanese  Metho- 
dists, your  Commissioners  were  the  more  ready  to  bear  with 
the  embarrassments  which,  in  the  course  of  the  negotiations, 
from  time  to  time  presented  themselves,  growing  out  of  the 
repeated  informal  attempts  of  the  missionaries  and  preachers 
of  the  several  churches  in  Japan  to  reach  an  acceptable  basis  of 
union.  The  concessions  offered  in  these  conventions,  when  all 
parties  were  under  the  stress  of  convictions  almost  compulsory, 
appeared  to  be  in  some  instances  quite  radical,  but  it  is  only 
just  to  say  that  as  between  the  two  types  of  church  polity  repre- 
sented the  balance  was  fairly  well  preserved;  and  the  cordial 
unanimity  with  which  the  work  of  the  joint  Commissions  was 
at  last  accepted  by  all  parties  is  in  itself  an  evidence  of  their 
general  desire  to  promote  the  cause  of  Christ  rather  than  to 
secure  the  triumph  of  their  personal  preferences  as  to  church 
polity. 

Notwithstanding  the  impatience  of  our  brethren  in  Japan 
for  early  action,  the  Commissioners  of  all  the  churches  deemed 
it  best  to  await  the  return  of  peace  to  the  empire  before  begin- 
ning their  deliberations,  so  that  the  first  joint  meeting  was  not 
held  until  January  3,  1906.  On  that  date  there  assembled  in 
the  city  of  Baltimore  the  accredited  representatives  of  the  fol- 
lowing churches : The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  South,  the  Methodist  Church  of  Canada, 
and  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church. 

This  first  meeting  occupied  the  greater  part  of  two  days,  dur- 
ing which  the  plans  proposed  by  the  several  Conferences  in 
J apan  were  considered,  and  the  chief  obstacles  to  a union,  which 
should  include  all  the  bodies  represented,  were  gradually  brought 
into  view.  The  spirit  of  these  sessions  was  cordial  and  fraternal ; 
but  after  a free  discussion  of  the  questions  involved  it  was 
agreed  that  the  joint  Commission  should  adjourn  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  chairmen  of  the  several  Commissions.  Pursuant 
to  a second  call  the  Commissioners  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  the 
Methodist  Church,  Canada,  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church, 
and  representatives  of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  met  at 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  March  1,  1906.  After  a frank  and  fraternal 
discussion  it  was  agreed  to  adjourn  without  action,  but  with  the 
distinct  understanding  that  any  two  or  more  of  the  churches 
concerned  might  at  any  time  proceed  without  embarrassment  or 
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prejudice  to  form  a basis  of  union  including  their  own  or- 
ganizations only.  Acting  upon  this  understanding  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  two  Methodist  Episcopal  bodies  immediately  met, 
and,  upon  motion  of  Bishop  Galloway,  it  was  declared  “wise  to 
etfect  at  once  a union  of  the  missions  of  these  two  churches  in 
Japan.”  Whereupon  Bishop  A.  W.  Wilson,  of  the  Church,  South, 
and  Bishop  Cranston,  of  your  Commission,  were  appointed  a 
special  committee  to  prepare  a basis  of  union  to  be  submitted 
to  a subsequent  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  two 
churches,  to  be  held  upon  the  call  of  the  Committee. 

The  two  Bishops  named  met  at  the  residence  of  Bishop  Wil- 
son, in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  on  the  eighth  of  the  same  month; 
and,  without  five  minutes’  disagreement  on  any  single  point  of 
doctrine  or  polity,  formulated  a basis  of  union  which  was  duly 
presented  to  a joint  session  of  the  two  Commissions,  in  the  same 
room,  at  the  residence  of  Bishop  Wilson,  a week  later,  and 
unanimously  adopted,  with  but  trifling  changes,  and  in  the 
spirit  of  entire  harmony. 

In  this  basis  of  union  the  Articles  of  Religion  were  left  un- 
changed in  their  essential  meaning;  but  by  eliminating  certain 
declarations,  which  are  no  longer  timely,  and  combining  other 
statements,  for  the  sake  of  brevity  and  convenience,  the  number 
of  Articles  was  reduced  to  eighteen.  As  an  item  of  interest  it 
is  worth  stating  that  at  no  time  in  any  of  the  discussions  of  the 
Commissioners,  whether  two  churches  or  more  were  represented, 
did  there  appear  any  divergence  of  doctrinal  beliefs.  When  the 
Commissioners  came  to  the  consideration  of  the  General  Rules 
and  the  details  of  organization,  it  was  deeemd  wise  to  leave  a 
number  of  questions  to  be  determined  in  consultation  with  the 
Japanese  brethren;  and  in  order  to  a more  satisfactory  under- 
standing and  a speedier  consummation  of  the  wishes  of  the 
General  Conferences,  it  was  deemed  necessary  that  two  Com- 
missioners from  each  church  should  be  sent  to  Japan  clothed 
with  such  discretionary  power  as  might  be  required  in  carrying 
out  the  plan  adopted  and  effecting  the  organization  of  the 
Japanese  Church  in  such  form  as  would  be  satisfactory  to  both 
the  American  Churches.  These  deputized  Commissioners  were 
specifically  empowered  to  make  any  concession  necessary  to  con- 
form to  the  Japanese  laws  as  to  the  holding  of  property;  to 
exercise  their  discretion  concerning  non-essential  points  of 
polity;  to  substitute  for  the  abbreviated  Articles  of  Religion,  the 
original  number  and  form,  if  preferred  by  the  Japanese  breth- 
ren; and,  finally,  to  determine  on  the  ground  any  points  over- 
looked in  the  deliberations  of  the  Commissioners  at  home. 

Having  thus  so  readily  and  happily  reached  an  agreement  the 
joint  Commission  adjourned  with  the  impression  that  their 
labors  had  concluded  all  necessary  negotiations  on  this  side  the 
Pacific  Ocean. 
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Later,  however,  after  two  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church  of  Canada  had  visited  Japan  and  studied  the  con- 
ditions there,  and  upon  intimations  growing  out  of  this  visit, 
a call  was  made  for  another  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
three  churches,  to  be  held  at  Washington  city;  and,  on  June 
25,  the  Commissioners  of  the  two  Episcopal  Methodisms  met 
Drs.  Carman  and  Sutherland,  representing  the  Methodist 
Church,  Canada,  in  the  office  of  the  American  University.  No 
one  appeared  to  regard  the  already  completed  agreement  be- 
tween the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  South,  as  a barrier  to  further  negotiations  with 
the  Canadian  brethren.  On  the  contrary,  the  opportunity  was 
welcomed  with  the  sincere  desire  that  some  understanding  might 
be  reached  which  would  include  them  in  the  union — the  need 
of  which  had  become  more  and  more  apparent  with  every  pass- 
ing month. 

The  immediate  result  of  this  joint  meeting  was  the  appoint- 
ment of  a committee  of  three,  one  from  each  church,  charged 
with  the  duty  of  formulating  a basis  of  agreement  between 
the  three  churches  to  be  submitted  to  a joint  session  of  the  three 
Commissions.  Bishop  Cranston,  the  Rev.  Drs.  W.  R.  Lambuth, 
and  A.  Sutherland  were  appointed  such  committee.  July  18 
was  fixed  as  the  time  of  the  next  meeting  of  the  three  Commis- 
sions for  the  hearing  of  the  report,  with  Niagara  Falls  or  Buffalo 
as  the  place  of  meeting. 

In  the  deliberations  of  the  Special  Committee,  just  referred 
to,  the  basis  of  union  already  agreed  upon  between  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
became  the  working  plan,  and  the  task  before  the  Committee 
was,  of  course,  to  suggest  such  modifications  therein  as  would 
in  the  largest  possible  degree  meet  the  views  of  the  Canadian 
Church,  thus  giving  to  J apan  a practically  united  Methodism. 

The  crucial  questions  were  those  touching  Bishops,  their 
powers  and  tenure  of  office,  the  presiding  eldership,  and  the 
method  of  choosing  presiding  elders — concerning  which  it  was 
evident  that  some  concessions  must  be  made  by  both  sides.  But 
it  was  impossible  for  your  Commissioners  even  to  enter  upon  a 
discussion  of  the  subject  of  general  superintendency  for  the 
proposed  Japanese  Church  without  some  reference  to  the  present 
status  and  future  relation  of  Bishop  M.  C.  Harris,  who  had  been 
in  1904  duly  elected  and  consecrated  as  “Missionary  Bishop  for 
Japan  and  Korea.”  The  legal  difficulties  besetting  the  situation 
were  frankly  stated  by  your  representative  to  the  other  members 
of  the  Special  Committee.  In  the  presence  of  those  complica- 
tions it  was  evident  that  our  negotiations  could  proceed  only 
upon  a conditional  basis.  Hence,  at  this  juncture,  the  follow- 
ing statement  was  formally  presented,  with  the  request  that  it 
be  made  a part  of  the  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Com- 
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mittee,  and  as  such  be  incorporated  in  its  report  to  the  joint 
Commission : 

In  the  present  renewal  of  negotiations  for  the  union  of  the 
several  Methodist  bodies  in  Japan  it  is  hereby  distinctly  set  forth 
by  the  representatives  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church: 

1.  That  they  are  compelled  to  regard  Missionary  Bishop  M.  C. 
Harris  as  an  integral  part  of  the  said  Church  in  Japan  and  Korea 
by  virtue  of  his  election  to  that  office  by  the  General  Conference 
of  1904; 

2.  That  they,  the  said  representatives,  have  no  power  to  change 
the  relation  of  Bishop  Harris,  nor  to  modify  his  powers  or  limit  his 
incumbency,  as  the  same  were  understood  by  himself  and  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  that  elected  him; 

3.  That,  consequently,  any  concession  that  may  be  made  in  the 
pending  negotiations  by  the  said  representatives  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  with  reference  to  the  form,  powers,  or  period  of 
service  of  the  General  Superintendency  proposed  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Japan,  is  not  to  he  understood  either  as  affecting 
the  episcopal  relations  of  Bishop  Harris  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  Japan,  or  determining  his  status  in  the  United  Church, 
hut  simply  as  the  expression  and  following  of  an  earnest  desire  to 
reach,  if  possible,  some  basis  of  permanent  organization  and  union 
satisfactory  to  all  the  negotiating  bodies,  leaving  the  future  relation 
of  Bishop  Harris  for  special  consideration  and  satisfactory  adjust- 
ment in  the  final  deliberations. 

With  this  distinct  understanding  as  to  the  question  involved, 
the  negotiations  proceeded  both  in  the  Special  Committee  at 
Washington,  and,  subsequently,  in  the  joint  session  held  at 
Buffalo  the  month  following.  (As  to  the  final  disposition  of 
this  difficulty  we  beg  to  refer  you  to  the  correspondence  between 
your  Commission  and  Bishop  Harris,  bearing  date  May  19  and 
24,  1907,  and  printed  elsewhere  in  this  report.) 

On  July  28,  1906,  the  Commissioners  of  the  three  churches 
met  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  Upon  presentation  of  the  report  of  the 
Special  Committee  the  significance  of  the  above  statement  filed 
by  your  Commissioners  and  appearing  as  part  of  the  report  at 
once  engaged  attention,  and  naturally  called  forth  the  question 
whether  all  negotiations  might  not  fail  at  the  last  because  of  this 
legal  complication,  with  which  your  Commissioners  had  no 
power  to  deal  authoritatively.  That  the  same  General  Confer- 
ence, which  had  declared  for  union  in  Japan,  had  also  elected 
and  consecrated  a Bishop  for  Japan  and  Korea  was  a fact  in- 
controvertible. But  at  this  point  your  Commissioners  felt  justi- 
fied in  stating,  without  reserve  or  qualification,  that  the  two 
acts  were  not  related  in  the  thought  of  our  General  Conference, 
nor  did  they  involve  the  slightest  purpose  or  attempt  to  forestall 
the  free  action  of  the  united  church,  either  as  to  the  office  or 
choice  of  General  Superintendent.  Even  the  suggestion  of  such' 
duplicity  would  be  a most  offensive  reflection  upon  the  integrity 
of  that  great  body.  It  was  unthinkable  that  it  should  declare 
in  favor  of  union  and  deliberately  prepare  a barrier,  or  at  least 

6 


Methodist  Union  in  Japan 


an  embarrassment  to  onion,  by  the  election  and  solemn  consecra- 
tion of  an  American  Bishop  for  the  Japanese  Church,  in  direct 
contravention  of  the  reasons  which  had  led  to  the  declaration 
in  favor  of  union. 

In  the  dilemma  thus  unintentionally  thrust  upon  your  Com- 
missioners by  the  General  Conference  their  only  hope  for  a 
satisfactory  outcome  was  in  the  earnest  and  frequently  expressed 
desire  of  Bishop  Harris  that  the  union  should  be  consummated 
without  any  regard  to  his  present  or  future  status.  And  with 
this  hope  on  our  part  the  negotiations  at  Buffalo  proceeded. 

That  the  spirit  of  the  other  two  churches  may  not  be  misun- 
derstood., it  should  be  here  mentioned  that  at  no  time  in  all  the 
deliberations  of  the  joint  Commission  did  there  appear  in  any 
statement,  or  even  in  a question,  the  slightest  antagonism  to 
Bishop  Harris,  personally,  or  a doubt  as  to  his  official  integrity 
and  usefulness. 

At  this  point  it  is  well  to  recall  that  the  determining  purpose 
of  the  General  Conferences  in  favoring  union  was  the  speedier 
evangelization  of  Japan  through  this  concession  to  the  national 
spirit,  which,  while  always  strong,  was  so  greatly  intensified 
by  the  result  of  the  war  with  Russia  that  it  did  not  require 
the  prophetic  gift  to  foresee  that  the  same  sentiment  which 
made  for  a native  autonomous  church  would  also  require — in 
the  nature  of  things,  not  through  any  ungracious  demand — a 
native  superintendency.  Every  reason  for  the  one  was  an  argu- 
ment for  the  other.  It  was  well  understood  by  all  concerned. 
Bishop  Harris  included,  that  to  secure  the  end  sought  by  union 
the  Japanese  Church  must  have  a Superintendency  created  and 
supported  by  itself;  and  that  for  a time  it  would  not  need,  nor 
would  it  be  able  to  maintain,  more  than  one  Bishop. 

With  this  tentative  and  temporary  disposition  of  the  obstacle 
encountered  in  the  case  of  Bishop  Harris,  the  joint  Commission 
proceeded  to  consider  the  recommendations  of  the  report,  with 
the  result  set  forth  in  the  “Basis  of  Union  in  Japan,  agreed 
upon  by  the  Commissions,”  representing  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  the 
Methodist  Church,  Canada,  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  July  18  and  19, 
1906,  a printed  copy  of  which,  with  additions  subsequently 
adopted  by  the  Commissioners  in  Japan,  under  the  special  au- 
thority given  by  the  joint  action  of  all  the  Commissioners,  is 
herewith  submitted. 

Comparing  the  plan  of  organization  of  the  Nippon  Methodist 
Kyokwai  with  our  own,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  joint  Commis- 
sion was  generously  appreciative  of  our  form  of  Constitution  and 
general  organization.  Concerning  the  limited  tenure  of  the 
General  Superintendents  it  should  be  considered  not  only  in  the 
light  of  a concession  for  the  sake  of  union,  but  also  from  the 
prudential  standpoint.  We  were  planinng  for  a people  without 
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ecclesiastical  traditions,  responsibly  entering  upon  a new  and 
strange  career,  with  an  organization  necessarily  experimental,  its 
efficiency  dependent  largely  upon  the  strength  and  quality  of  the 
first  leaders  and  exponents  who  might  be  called  to  execute  its 
powers  for  a constituency  representing  somewhat  diverse  views 
as  to  some  of  its  principal  provisions.  Aside  from  this  feature, 
we  believe  that  every  factor  essential  to  the  efficiency  of  the 
episcopal  office  is  transmitted  to  the  Church  in  Japan. 

The  duty  of  preparing  a Ritual  for  the  Church  in  Japan  was 
intrusted  to  three  missionaries  and  three  Japanese  ministers  to 
be  named  by  the  Missionary  Secretaries  of  the  uniting  churches. 
A copy  of  the  Ritual,  as  adopted,  is  submitted  with  the  “Basis 
of  Union.” 

Under  the  action  of  the  joint  Commission  directing  that  six 
Commissioners,  two  to  be  chosen  from  each  of  the  three  churches, 
should  be  authorized  to  proceed  to  Japan  for  the  completion  of 
the  work  of  the  joint  Commission,  the  following  were  duly 
authorized  by  their  respective  Commissions : The  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  Bishop  Earl  Cranston,  the  Rev.  A.  B.  Leonard, 
D.D.,  Missionary  Secretary;  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  Bishop  A.  W.  Wilson,  the  Rev.  W.  R.  Lambuth,  D.D., 
Missionary  Secretary;  the  Methodist  Church  of  Canada,  A.  Car- 
man, President,  the  Rev.  Alexander  Sutherland,  D.D.,  Mission- 
ary Secretary. 

It  was  directed  that  before  leaving  for  Japan  these  Special 
Commissioners  should  hold  a meeting  for  the  consideration  of 
such  suggestions  as  might  in  the  meantime  be  made  by  other 
Commissioners  through  correspondence,  by  way  of  improving 
the  Basis  of  Union  as  to  the  language  or  arrangement  of  any 
of  its  parts.  Such  a meeting  was  held  in  New  York  on  January 
8,  1907.  Thirty-four  suggestions  were  presented  and  passed 
upon,  and  the  Special  Commissioners  then  adjourned  to  meet 
subject  to  call  upon  arrival  in  Japan. 

On  April  2 a very  brief,  informal  meeting  was  held  in  Aoyama, 
Tokyo,  where  it  appeared  that  the  Commissioners  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  South,  would  be  compelled  to  hasten  to 
China  on  important  business  connected  with  their  missions  in 
that  country.  Therefore  it  was  determined  that  subsequent 
meetings  of  the  Commission  should  be  held  in  Shanghai;  and 
that  prior  to  their  departure  for  China  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
Canada,  should  carefully  study  conditions  in  Japan  in  order 
that  the  work  of  the  joint  Commission  might  be  completed  as 
rapidly  and  safely  as  possible. 

Agreeably  to  this  arrangement  the  six  Commissioners  met  at 
the  Astor  House,  Shanghai,  China,  on  April  8 ; at  which  meeting, 
besides  some  special  provision  for  the  election  of  delegates  to  the 
approaching  General  Conference  in  Japan,  Bishop  Cranston  and 
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Superintendent  Carman  were  appointed  a committee  to  prepare 
an  Address  to  be  given  at  the  opening  of  said  General  Confer- 
ence, appointed  to  meet  in  Tokyo,  May  27,  1907.  It  was  also 
ordered  that  Drs.  Sutherland  and  Lambuth  should  report  an 
order  of  business  for  the  opening  and  preliminary  work  of  said 
Conference.  The  joint  Commissioners  held  subsequent  meetings 
at  the  same  place  in  Shanghai  on  May  2 and  3,  and  then  ad- 
journed to  meet  in  Tokyo  on  May  20,  two  days  prior  to  the 
assembling  of  the  delegates  chosen  by  the  Japanese  Conferences 
to  organize  their  General  Conference,  as  previously  arranged  by 
the  Commissioners. 

At  this  meeting,  held  May  21,  at  the  residence  of  Bishop  Har- 
ris, the  clauses  defining  “The  Relation  of  the  American  and 
Canadian  Churches  to  the  Japanese  Church”  were  adopted,  with 
the  very  important  provision  that  the  rule  should  “never  be  so 
construed  as  to  exclude  or  embarrass  the  operations  of  either  of 
the  uniting  churches  in  what  is  now  the  Territory  of  Korea.” 

On  the  following  day,  at  a session  held  in  the  College  Chapel 
at  Aoyama,  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  revise  and  correct 
the  English  Basis  of  Union  recently  printed  in  Tokyo,  and  to 
add  to  that  Basis  after  the  “Declaration  of  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church”  with  reference  to  Bishop 
Harris,  the  following  correspondence  of  said  Commissioners  with 
Bishop  Harris  on  the  subject  of  his  official  relation  as  affected  by 
the  organization  of  the  Japanese  Methodist  Church;  and  Bishop 
Cranston  was  authorized  by  the  Commission  to  make  a state- 
ment to  the  Japanese  General  Conference,  at  a suitable  time, 
which  statement  should  be  accompanied  by  copies  of  said  cor- 
respondence in  English  and  Japanese,  with  the  request  that  this 
correspondence  be  entered  in  the  permanent  records  of  that 
General  Conference. 

Tokyo,  Japan,  May  19,  1907. 

The  Rev.  M.  C.  Harris,  D.D.,  Missionary  Bishop  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  for  Japan  and  Korea. 

Dear  Bishop:  You  are  aware  that  the  General  Conference  of  1904, 
by  which  you  were  elected  Missionary  Bishop  for  Japan  and  Korea, 
also  directed  the  appointment  of  a Commission  fully  authorized  to 
confer  with  like  Commissions  from  other  Methodist  bodies  support- 
ing Missions  in  Japan,  for  the  purpose  of  framing,  if  practicable,  a 
Basis  of  Union,  by  which  the  several  Conferences  and  Missions  of 
the  churches  concerned  might  be  organized  into  one  body  consti- 
tuting the  Methodist  Church  of  Japan.  Of  the  desire  of  the  Japanese 
Methodists  leading  to  the  above  action,  and  of  the  measures  since 
taken  by  the  duly  appointed  Commissioners  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  in  connection  with  like  representatives  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Canada, 
looking  to  such  union,  you  are  also  thoroughly  advised,  the 
Commissioners  of  our  own  Church  having,  from  time  to  time,  freely 
communicated  with  you  touching  the  progress  of  negotiations,  and 
having  been  also  encouraged  in  their  work  by  your  earnest  advocacy 
of  the  movement. 
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At  the  outset  of  these  negotiations  the  Commissioners,  repre- 
senting your  own  Church  and  the  General  Conference  by  which  you 
were  elected,  placed  upon  the  records  of  the  proceedings  of  the  joint 
Commission  the  enclosed  statement  setting  forth  your  official  status 
and  consequent  relation  to  the  matter  in  hand,  and  their  construction 
of  the  limitations  and  conditions  upon  which  they  might  proceed 
with  the  negotiations,  in  view  of  the  facts  recited.  With  this  action 
you  were  also  acquainted. 

The  agreement  reached  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  in  July  last,  has  already 
been  in  your  hands  for  some  months.  Nothing  has  transpired  since 
that  action  by  which  your  rights  have  been  compromised.  Now  that 
representatives  of  the  several  Commissions  are  in  Japan  with  full 
authority  to  conclude  the  negotiations  and  to  organize  the 
Church  in  Japan  in  accordance  with  the  agreed  Basis  of  Union, 
it  becomes  necessary  before  the  final  steps  are  taken  by  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  that  they  shall 
be  officially  advised  as  to  your  desire  and  purpose  in  the  premises. 
The  cordial  assurances,  given  the  Commissioners,  from  time  to  time, 
of  your  ready  acquiescence  in  any  plan  they  might  deem  expedient, 
cannot,  of  course,  invest  them  with  the  powers  they  have  disclaimed. 
Nor  do  they  feel  authorized  to  represent  the  General  Conference  even 
to  the  extent  of  accepting  the  resignation  of  your  jurisdiction  in 
Japan,  as  has  been  suggested. 

The  missionaries  remaining  on  the  field  would  naturally  and  law- 
fully be  under  your  supervision,  until  the  General  Conference  shall 
determine  your  future  status  and  jurisdiction,  should  you  choose 
to  retain  your  relation  to  the  home  Church;  should  your  decision  be 
otherwise,  that  point  will  remain  to  be  considered  by  the  Commis- 
sioners. Under  these  conditions  you  will  perceive  the  importance 
of  a prompt  and  definite  statement  of  your  decision. 

In  conclusion  the  Commissioners  beg  leave  to  express,  not  only 
their  appreciation  of  the  delicacy  of  your  position  at  this  important 
juncture,  but  their  admiration  for  the  earnestness  with  which  you 
have  advocated  the  union  so  greatly  desired  by  our  Japanese  breth- 
ren, while  all  the  while  aware  that  the  success  of  the  movement  must 
inevitably  precipitate  this  crisis  in  your  personal  and  official  life. 

With  fraternal  regard, 

Earl  Cranston, 

A.  B.  Leonard,  Commissioners. 


Tokyo,  Japan,  May  24,  1907. 

The  Rev.  Bishop  Earl  Cranston,  D.D.,  LL.D. 

The  Rev.  A.  B.  Leonard,  D.D.,  LL.D. 

Dear  Brethren:  Your  letter,  requesting  me  to  inform  you  as  to 
my  decision  concerning  my  future  relation  to  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  in  view  of  the  impending  organization  of  the  Nippon 
Methodist  Kyokwai,  has  been  prayerfully  considered. 

After  serious  deliberation  I feel  compelled  to  reply  that  I have 
decided  to  continue  in  my  present  Church  relations  until  the  meeting 
of  our  next  General  Conference,  not  feeling  at  liberty  to  vacate  the 
office  conferred  upon  me  by  that  body  during  the  quadrennium. 
While  my  sense  of  duty  to  my  own  Church  compels  this  conclusion, 
I am  at  the  same  time  ready  to  serve  the  cause  of  Methodism  in 
Japan  in  any  way  that  you  or  the  Nippon  Methodist  Kyokwai  may 
deem  to  be  both  lawful  and  consistent  with  the  above  decision. 

I take  this  occasion  to  express  my  deep  sense  of  appreciation  of 
the  great  courtesy  and  consideration  shown  me  in  the  negotiations 
and  deliberations  resulting  in  a Plan  of  Organization  for  the  new 
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Church  which,  I believe,  will  meet  the  conditions  in  Japan  and 
satisfy  the  three  Mother  Churches. 

May  the  Head  of  the  Church  grant  you  and  your  associates  sure 
guidance  in  the  discharge  of  your  solemn  duties. 

Sincerely  and  fraternally, 

Merbiman  C.  Harris. 

Thus,  through  the  loyal  action  of  our  Missionary  Bishop  of 
Japan  and  Korea,  your  Commissioners  and  the  cause  of  united 
Methodism  in  Japan  were  effectively  relieved  of  the  legal  com- 
plication which  at  one  time  appeared  to  be  an  insurmountable 
obstacle  to  the  carrying  out  of  the  expressed  wishes  of  the 
General  Conference.  He  now  awaits  the  order  of  the  General 
Conference  as  to  his  future  duties. 

THE  FIRST  GENERAL  CONFERENCE  OF  THE  METHODIST  CHURCH 

OF  JAPAN 

On  May  22,  1907,  the  delegates  chosen  by  the  several  Annual 
Conferences  concerned  assembled  in  the  new  chapel  of  the 
Aoyama  Gakuin,  Tokyo,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Japan  under  the 
plan  fixed  by  the  Basis  of  Union.  Before  such  an  organization 
could  be  consistently  attempted  it  was  necessary  that  those 
details  and  points  of  discipline,  which  had  been  left  by  the  joint 
Commission  in  America  for  the  consideration  of  the  brethren 
in  Japan,  should  be  determined.  The  Commissioners  therefore 
thought  it  wise  to  conduct  proceedings  under  their  own  presi- 
dency, treating  the  body  as  a delegated  convention  until  the 
Discipline  should  be  completed,  a General  Superintendent  elected 
and  consecrated,  and  the  organization  perfected  in  accordance 
with  the  Basis  of  Union.  It  was  in  pursuance  of  this  plan  that 
immediately  after  the  first  devotional  service  the  “Address” 
prepared  by  the  Commissioners  was  presented  to  the  delegates, 
in  both  the  English  and  Japanese  languages.  It  forms  a very 
important  part  of  this  report: 

To  the  Delegates  of  the  Annual  Conferences  of  Japan  representing 
the  Missions  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  the  Epis- 
copal Church,  South,  of  the  United  States  in  America,  and  the 
Methodist  Church,  Canada,  in  General  Conference  Assembled 
in  Tokyo,  Japan,  May,  1907. 

Dearly  Beloved  Brethren:  In  the  good  providence  of  our  God, 
and,  as  we  believe,  in  the  prosecution  of  his  purposes  in  the  exten- 
sion of  the  kingdom  of  his  Son,  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  this  Confer- 
ence assembles  to  give  effect  to  the  faithful  labors  and  prayers  of 
many  devoted  men  and  women,  for  many  years,  and  to  promote  the 
interests  that  amid  toils  and  sacrifices  have  been  guarded  and 
cherished  to  this  historic  hour.  We  have  entered  into  the  labors 
of  brave  and  noble  spirits,  and  some  of  them  have  entered  into 
their  rest. 

No  doubt  the  parent  churches  in  America  hold  in  high  regard  and 
in  warmest  love  for  Christ’s  sake  these  churches  in  Japan,  their 
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precious  and  carefully  nourished  offspring.  And  now  that  these 
churches,  already  one  spiritually  in  Christ,  are  to  the  sight  of  the 
world  to  become  one  organization  and  grow,  we  trust,  more  vigor- 
ously and  fruitfully  into  the  living  body  of  our  common  Lord,  the 
parent  churches  in  America  cannot  but  regard  this  united  church  in 
Japan  with  ever  increasing  affection  and  interest,  and  he  ready  to 
assist  in  its  establishment  and  growth  in  the  wisest  and  best  ways 
possible.  Their  desire  is  very  strong  and  sincere  that  these  uniting 
churches  in  their  new  form  and  relation,  as  the  Methodist  Church 
of  Japan,  may  be  well  furnished  for  every  good  work  and  filled  with 
greatly  increased  power.  The  highest  welfare  of  the  Church  in 
Japan  is  the  one  object  we  all  have  in  view  in  these  movements; 
and  this  can  be  reached  only  by  hearty,  brotherly  cooperation  on 
our  part,  and  by  the  abundant  blessing  of  God  our  Father  upon  our 
united  prayers,  sympathies,  and  labors. 

Wherefore  the  Delegated  Commissioners  of  these  churches  in 
America  in  joint  delegation,  as  duly  empowered  and  instructed  by 
their  respective  General  Conferences,  in  setting  forth  the  Basis  of 
Union  upon  which,  by  the  grace  of  God,  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Japan  is  under  full  and  proper  authority  to  be  constituted  would 
respectfully  present  certain  considerations  and  directions  to  guide 
the  Conference  in  its  organization  and  deliberations. 

In  presenting  these  considerations  the  joint  Commission  would 
remind  the  General  Conference  that  in  due  time  matters  treated 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Basis  will  come  within  its  control:  so 
that  the  need  of  the  present  time  is  simply  to  perfect  the  most 
effective  organization  practicable  and  to  await  the  benefits  of  delibera- 
tion and  experience.  In  doing  this  after  necessary  provision  has 
been  made  and  powers,  duties,  and  rights  defined,  the  Discipline  of 
the  Church  will  be  framed,  the  officers  of  the  Conference  will  be 
elected,  and  the  Missionary,  Educational,  and  other  Societies  and 
institutions  within  the  Church  provided  for,  and  given  their  sphere 
of  work  as  may  be  required  by  the  conditions  in  Japan. 

In  the  procedure  of  our  American  General  Conferences  the  method 
adopted  is,  at  the  earliest  stage  of  the  Conference,  and  sometimes 
under  rule  before  the  Conference  assembles  at  all,  to  appoint  com- 
mittees on  all  subjects  that  are  to  come  before  the  Conference  and 
subsequently  to  deal  with  the  reports  of  these  committees  in  the 
interests  of  the  Church  as  a whole.  On  this  plan  the  Conference 
discusses  measures  and  general  principles  without  reference  to 
individuals,  or  parties,  and  so  reaches  the  best  conclusions  and 
wisest  and  safest  general  plans  of  action.  Having  these  things  in 
mind  it  will  no  doubt  be  the  better  way  for  the  Commissions,  as  they 
may  determine,  to  preside  in  the  Conference  till  the  reports  of  the 
Committees  on  subjects  of  Discipline,  Conferences,  Societies,  and 
Officers  shall  have  been  adopted.  The  Conference  and  the  Church 
having  been  thus  equipped  with  its  working  plan,  and  the  rights  and 
duties  of  all  concerned  having  been  defined,  we  shall  know  what  our 
machinery  is,  and  how  to  put  it  in  motion. 

The  several  committees  should  be  chosen  with  studied  adaptation 
to  their  special  work.  There  is  much  to  do,  and  there  must  be  great 
patience  and  forbearance  one  with  the  other.  Above  all  there  must 
be  much  prayer,  united  prayer  to  God  our  Father,  for  the  constant 
guidance  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  that  we  labor  not  in  vain.  Be  it 
ours  to  know  the  will  of  God,  and  obediently  and  earnestly  do  it. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Commissioners,  as  it  will  be  their  wish  and 
pleasure,  to  render  the  Conference  all  the  assistance  in  their  power. 
As  an  Advisory  Board,  up  to  the  time  of  the  full  organization  of  the 
new  Church,  they  will  endeavor  to  secure  the  best  arrangements  for 
the  future  action  of  the  Conference  and  the  growth  of  the  Church, 
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looking  both  to  our  relations  to  the  churches  in  America  and  to  this 
youthful  and  hopeful  Church  in  Japan. 

That  you  may  better  understand  our  spirit  and  purposes,  permit 
us  to  speak  with  brotherly  frankness  concerning  the  matter  sub- 
mitted to  us  and  the  Basis  we  have  adopted.  We  need  not  remind 
you  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  and  Canada  respect  the 
right  of  every  other  civilized  people  to  regulate  their  own  affairs 
without  compulsory  interference  from  abroad.  The  governing  bodies 
of  our  several  churches  did  not  hesitate  to  recognize  this  principle 
when  they  were  petitioned  to  grant  independent  organization  to 
their  societies  in  Japan,  though  we  dare  not  conceal  the  fact  that 
their  action  was  taken  not  without  regret,  and  even  with  serious  mis- 
givings in  the  minds  of  many,  as  to  the  expediency  of  such  a radical 
movement  at  this  juncture,  while  we  have  as  yet  so  very  few  self- 
supporting  churches  in  the  empire.  If  our  teaching  had  been  in  any 
way  harmful,  or  our  administration  oppressive,  or  our  missionaries 
unkind  or  unworthy,  we  could  not  have  wondered  at  the  desire  for 
the  organization  of  an  independent  native  church.  But  in  all  respects 
we  were  assured  to  the  contrary;  and  the  one  reason  assigned  for  the 
immediate  independence  of  our  Japanese  societies  was  the  belief  of 
the  petitioners  that  with  a distinctively  national  organization  and 
following  their  own  plans,  our  Japanese  preachers  and  people  could 
more  effectively  carry  forward  the  work  of  evangelizing  their  coun- 
trymen. The  sincerity  of  that  conviction  was  not  questioned  by 
either  of  our  General  Conferences,  nor  did  they  choose  to  raise  a 
contention  as  to  the  soundness  of  the  reasoning  that  supported  it. 
While  they  could  not  reject  the  petition  consistently  with  their  own 
principles  and  history,  nevertheless,  in  the  method  they  adopted, 
namely,  the  authorizing  of  Commissioners  to  deal  with  the  whole 
subject,  they  chose  the  most  conservative  course  open  to  them  under 
the  circumstances.  These  Commissioners,  even  when  duly  appointed 
and  empowered,  did  not  move  hastily.  After  waiting  until  peace 
came  to  the  empire  and  conditions  had  become  normal,  and  being 
still  assured  of  the  earnest  desire  of  the  Japanese  brethren,  for  an 
early  union  of  Japanese  Methodism,  they  proceeded  with  the  deliber- 
ate care  required  by  the  gravity  of  the  duty  imposed  upon  them. 
It  is  not  necessary  here  to  recount  in  detail  all  the  doings  of  the 
Commissioners.  It  is  enough  to  say  that  after  several  meetings  in 
various  places  the  representatives  of  the  two  Methodist  Episcopal 
Churches  of  the  United  States  and  the  Methodist  Church  of  Canada, 
in  July  last  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  reached  an  agreement  upon  all  the 
points  which  up  to  that  time  had  been  presented  as  vital  to  a Basis 
of  Union — which  fact  was  duly  announced  in  the  periodicals  of  the 
several  churches. 

But  in  view  of  the  many  and  important  details  yet  to  be  adjusted, 
some  of  which  could  only  be  wisely  settled  here  after  consultation 
on  the  field,  the  Commissioners  chose  two  from  each  body  to  proceed 
to  Japan  with  full  power  to  represent  their  several  Commissions 
in  all  matters  confided  to  their  judgment  by  the  joint  Commission. 
Meanwhile,  the  Conferences  of  the  three  churches  in  Japan  were 
notified  to  elect  delegates  to  the  first  General  Conference  of  the 
united  Church,  as  provided  for  in  the  plan  thus  far  developed. 

For  several  weeks  some  of  the  Commissioners  have  been  in 
Japan  studying  the  complex  problems  involved  in  carrying  into 
effect  the  proposed  union  and  starting  the  new  Church,  with  all 
needed  provisions  for  its  harmony  and  efficiency.  At  our  final 
meetings,  which  were  held  in  Shanghai  during  the  days  of  the 
Centenary  Missionary  Conference  of  China,  we  found  that  the  same 
crucial  questions  had  meanwhile  engaged  the  thought  of  all.  Among 
these  questions  were: 
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1.  The  relation  of  the  missionaries  to  the  native  Church  and 
ministry. 

2.  Missionary  appropriations — how  long  shall  they  continue,  and 
under  what  regulations  shall  they  be  administered? 

3.  Inasmuch  as  we  have  no  authority  to  make  any  pledges  for 
our  Missionary  Societies  as  to  the  future,  we  were  compelled  to 
inquire  under  what  conditions  in  Japan  the  gifts  from  our  Societies 
would  likely  be  radically  lessened,  or  wholly  withdrawn,  and  the 
young  Church  be  thus  left  to  struggle  against  great  odds  alone. 
Among  such  possible  conditions  we  were  forced  to  recognize  such 
as  these: 

(a)  Indifference  to  self-support  on  the  part  of  ministers  and 
churches. 

(b)  Discord  between  missionaries  and  Japanese  Conferences. 

(c)  Unusual  demands  on  our  home  treasuries  by  the  great  fields 
still  organically  related  to  the  mother  churches. 

(d)  Any  serious  departure  from  the  doctrines  and  polity  of  the 
present  churches,  in  the  teaching  or  practice  of  the  Church  in  Japan. 

(e)  International  disturbances. 

It  will  be  observed  that  most  of  these  conditions  will  be  within 
the  control  of  the  Japanese  brethren  themselves,  and  very  much 
will  depend  upon  the  spirit  in  which  they  exercise  their  freedom  of 
action.  If  the  aid  of  the  parent  churches  be  received  with  filial 
spirit,  it  will  be  given  in  love  and  with  cheerful  willingness.  That 
will  be  a happy  relationship.  We  shall  expect  our  missionaries  to 
be  brotherly  and  gentle,  and  in  return  to  be  regarded  as  welcome 
coworkers  in  building  up  the  Church  in  Japan.  All  that  they  do 
will  be  for  the  sake  of  Christ  and  his  kingdom  in  this  great  empire. 
Sometimes  they  may  err  in  judgment,  but  may  not  the  Japanese 
brethren  do  the  same?  Both  should  ever  be  ready  to  show  forth 
the  patience  of  the  indwelling  Christ.  For  the  time  being  there 
must  exist  a joint  responsibility  for  the  support  and  success  of  the 
Church  in  Japan.  In  such  a case  it  is  difficult  to  coordinate  the 
privileges  and  responsibilities  of  the  parties  concerned,  but  God  and 
his  kingdom  are  above  all  personal  or  even  national  considerations. 
We  believe  that  the  Commissioners  have  given  the  young  Church 
ample  freedom  for  acquiring  that  experience  in  ecclesiastical  affairs 
which  will  prepare  it  for  the  larger  responsibility  that  must  soon 
come  if  its  growth  shall  fulfill  your  own  expectation  and  our  ardent 
hope. 

Our  brethren  here  must  always  bear  in  mind  that  it  would  have 
been  far  easier  for  the  parent  churches  to  have  withdrawn  entirely, 
but  such  abandonment  would  have  been  unnatural  in  them,  both  in 
the  sight  of  God  and  in  the  judgment  of  men.  They  must  in  love 
cherish  the  vine  they  have  planted.  This  will  require  the  continued 
gifts  of  their  people,  and  no  people  can  be  expected  to  give,  year 
after  year,  even  though  they  love  the  cause  to  which  their  gifts  are 
applied,  unless  they  can  direct  the  agencies  through  which  their 
money  is  distributed.  The  Commissioners  have  been  compelled  to 
recognize  this  patent  truth,  not  in  the  interest  of  the  missionaries, 
but  for  the  sake  of  the  Japanese  Church,  which,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  will  need  appropriations  probably  for  years  to  come.  The 
support  of  the  missionaries  was  pledged  when  they  were  sent  out. 
That  is  a contract  binding  upon  our  several  Boards.  But  the  request 
of  the  Japanese  brethren  for  independent  organization  was  made 
without  mention  of  continued  aid.  Hence,  there  was  no  declaration 
on  that  point  in  the  acts  of  the  several  General  Conferences,  and 
the  Commissioners  having  no  power  to  amend  or  add  to  the  action 
of  those  bodies,  could  only  deal  with  the  conditions  as  the  case  was 
submitted  to  them.  Having  recognized  the  reasonable  expectation 
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of  our  several  churches  at  home,  in  the  method  of  distribution 
adopted,  we  have  no  doubt  of  their  continued  interest  in  the  work 
and  their  liberal  response  to  the  needs  of  the  Japanese  Church. 

Our  confident  hope  is  that  our  Japanese  brethren  will  nobly  sus- 
tain the  cause  committed  to  their  hands,  and  that  they  may  never 
mistake  the  anxious  solicitude  of  the  mother  churches  for  the  spirit 
of  meddlesome  interference.  Remember,  brethren,  that  the  mother 
heart  beats  true,  even  under  the  test  of  separation,  distance,  and 
time.  We  shall  expect  you  in  turn  to  train  our  spiritual  grand- 
children to  revere  the  name  and  honor  of  our  great  church  family. 

All  will  with  joy  anticipate  the  day  when  self-supporting  churches 
and  institutions  in  Japan  shall  enable  our  brethren  here  to  under- 
take the  largest  things  for  Christ  our  Lord.  Meanwhile  we  must 
keep  to  such  lines  and  address  ourselves  to  such  measures  as  shall 
lead  on  to  the  better  days  and  higher  plane  of  self-support. 

And  so  we  commend  you  to  God,  and  to  the  word  of  his  grace, 
which  is  able  to  build  you  up  and  to  give  you  an  inheritance  with 
them  that  are  sanctified.  We  pray  you  be  faithful  to  the  doctrines 
delivered  by  Christ  and  his  apostles,  and  preserved  for  his  Church 
and  people  in  the  Holy  Scriptures.  And  we  seek  for  you  all,  and  all 
your  people,  the  blessings  and  powers  of  the  kingdom  of  God. 

In  behalf  of  the  joint  Commission, 

Earl  Cranston,  W.  R.  Lambuth, 

A.  B.  Leonard,  A.  Carman, 

A.  W.  Wilson,  Alexander  Sutherland. 

The  discussions  of  the  first  two  or  three  days  developed  two 
facts:  First,  the  natural  ability  and  earnestness  of  the  Japanese 
brethren  in  debate ; and  secondly,  that  if  all  matters  to  be  settled 
should  be  discussed  as  minutely  as  was  the  question  of  their 
Conference  boundaries,  the  session  of  the  General  Conference 
would  be  prolonged  beyond  both  expectation  and  reason.  At  the 
suggestion  of  the  Commissioners,  the  Conference  was  quite  ready 
to  entrust  the  work  of  completing  the  Discipline  to  a strong  com- 
mittee of  fifteen,  acting  in  consultation  with  the  Commissioners. 

On  the  eleventh  day  of  their  labors,  after  holding  three  busy 
sessions  each  day,  the  Commissioners  and  the  Committee  on 
Discipline  reported  their  work  so  far  completed  as  to  provide 
“a  safe  working  Discipline.”  The  Discipline  having  been  already 
approved  by  the  Commissioners  became  at  once  operative,  and 
it  was  ordered  that  at  the  afternoon  session  of  the  same  day, 
being  Saturday,  June  1,  the  Conference  should  proceed  to  the 
election  of  one  Kcintohu,  or  Bishop.  At  that  session,  Y.  Honda, 
the  President  of  our  Aoyama  College,  was  chosen  upon  the  first 
ballot,  by  a very  large  majority,  and  the  consecration  service  was 
fixed  for  the  next  day,  Sunday,  June  2.  The  Consecration  was, 
in  all  respects,  impressive;  and  to  the  Japanese  brethren,  very 
full  of  inspiration  and  promise.  The  program  was  as  follows : 

1.  Hymn. 

2.  Collect,  Bishop  M.  C.  Harris. 

3.  Hymn. 

4.  Reading  of  the  Epistle,  Dr.  Hiraiwa. 

5.  Reading  of  the  Gospel,  Dr.  Wainwright. 
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6.  Sermon,  Bishop  A.  W.  Wilson. 

7.  Presentation,  Drs.  Hiraiwa  and  Wainwright. 

8.  Address  to  Congregation  and  Prayer,  Dr.  A.  B.  Leonard. 

9.  Charge  to  Candidate  and  Questions,  Dr.  Carman. 

10.  Prayer,  Dr.  Lambuth. 

11.  Consecration,  Bishop  Cranston. 

12.  Delivering  of  the  Bible,  Bishop  Wilson. 

13.  Prayer  and  Benediction,  Dr.  Sutherland. 

The  climax  of  interest  and  expectation  was  reached  on  Mon- 
day the  third,  when  the  Commissioners,  represented  by  the 
Chairman  of  the  morning  session,  transferred  the  chair  and 
the  charge  of  the  duly  organized  General  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Japan  to  Kantoku  Honda.  The  scene 
was  at  once  exciting  and  gratifying.  Bishop  Honda,  in  accept- 
ing the  responsibility  committed  to  him,  expressed  the  gratitude 
of  the  Japanese  Church  to  the  churches  in  America,  and  to 
their  representatives  on  the  platform;  not  forgetting  to  recog- 
nize, in  almost  unbounded  appreciation,  the  services  of  Bishop 
Harris  and  his  gracious  part  in  bringing  about  the  union  now  so 
happily  accomplished. 

Bishop  Harris  made  an  earnest  and  hearty  congratulatory 
address,  and  perhaps  never  enjoyed  in  larger  measure  the  con- 
fidence and  affection  of  the  Japanese  Methodists  than  he  did  at 
that  hour.  He  was  subsequently  elected  “Bishop  Emeritus”  with 
great  cordiality  and  unanimity. 

On  the  following  day,  in  the  afternoon,  a popular  reception 
was  given  the  Commissioners,  and  a lawn  party  held  on  the 
grounds  of  the  home  occupied  by  Bishop  Harris,  where  ad- 
dresses were  made  by  Bishop  Honda  and  other  Japanese  breth- 
ren, and  most  fittingly  and  eloquently  responded  to,  in  behalf 
of  the  Commissioners,  by  Dr.  Sutherland,  of  Canada. 

EXPLANATORY  COMMENTS  AND  RECOMMENDATIONS 

One  of  the  most  important  questions  to  be  determined  by  the 
Commission  was  the  relation  of  the  missionaries  of  the  several 
churches  to  the  united  church:  Should  their  membership  re- 
main with  the  churches  at  home  or  would  they  better  unite  with 
the  Japanese  Church?  It  will  be  readily  seen  that  no  other  issue 
involved  could  be  of  more  concern  to  the  missionary  than  this. 
There  was  a difference  of  opinion  between  the  missionaries  them- 
selves. The  Commissioners  were  bound  to  consider  first  the 
welfare  of  the  new  church,  in  which  harmonious  .cooperation 
would  be  a vital  element.  At  the  same  time  they  could  not  be 
indifferent  to  the  judgment  and  preferences  of  experienced  mis- 
sionaries. As  to  this  and  all  other  delicate  questions  involved  in 
our  deliberations  with  them,  we  found  the  spirit  of  the  J apanese 
brethren  at  all  times  conciliatory  and  admirable.  Hence,  it 
was  only  what  might  have  been  expected,  that  after  the  organiza- 
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tion  of  their  General  Conference  they  took  this  question  of  the 
relation  of  missionaries  into  their  own  hands;  and,  in  violation 
of  all  precedents  set  by  native  contemporaries  in  other  Japanese 
churches,  they  used  their  new  power  by  offering  more  than  had 
been  stipulated  by  the  mother  churches.  The  story  is  worth  re- 
citing here.  Having  determined  that  the  organic  relation  of  the 
missionaries  should  be  with  their  home  Conference,  the  Com- 
missioners could  ask,  on  their  behalf,  no  more  than  a working 
relation  to  the  Japanese  Conferences,  with  such  rights  as  the 
nature  and  efficiency  of  their  work  seemed  to  demand.  But 
during  our  final  meetings  at  Tokyo  several  sessions  were  held  in 
consultation  with  the  missionaries,  and  with  the  native  brethren 
as  well,  concerning  this  crucial  question.  Memorials  numerously 
signed  were  presented  by  Japanese  representatives  asking  for 
closer  working  relations  than  those  provided  for  the  missionaries 
in  the  Basis  of  Union.  These  memorials  culminated  at  last  in 
a strongly  worded  petition  presented  by  Dr.  Hiraiwa,  of  the 
Canadian  Church,  in  behalf  of  all  the  Japanese  members,  ask- 
ing that  the  Basis  of  Union  should  permit  every  missionary  to 
enjoy  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  actual  membership  in 
the  Japanese  Annual  Conference  where  his  work  is  being  done. 

As  this  proposition  was  openly  designed  to  include  eligibility 
to  administrative  offices  it  appeared  to  some  of  the  Commission- 
ers to  involve  a constitutional  difficulty.  Hence,  at  a special 
session  held  for  the  consideration  of  this  petition,  the  following 
reply  was  adopted: 

We  hereby  express  our  great  appreciation  of  the  thoughtfulness 
and  brotherly  spirit  manifested  by  our  Japanese  brethren  in  propos- 
ing such  provision  as  shall  enable  the  missionaries  to  more  closely 
cooperate  with  the  Methodist  Church  of  Japan. 

We  have  considered  the  subject  both  in  its  relation  to  the  Basis 
of  Union  and  to  the  constitutional  limitations  under  which  we  must 
act,  and  have  to  say  in  reply  that  we  shall  be  ready  to  present  to 
our  respective  General  Conferences,  at  the  earliest  date  practicable, 
any  legislation  adopted  by  the  Methodist  Church  of  Japan  for  the 
more  effective  and  satisfactory  relation  of  the  foreign  missionary 
to  the  work  in  Japan;  and  that  meanwhile  the  Commissioners  and 
missionary  authorities  of  each  of  the  uniting  churches  shall  be  free 
to  determine,  in  consultation  with  the  missionaries  of  their  re- 
spective churches,  what  shall  be  the  present  course  of  each  Mission 
in  response  to  such  legislation  by  your  General  Conference  touching 
this  very  important  matter. 

This  action  ended  the  discussion  so  far  as  the  joint  Commis- 
sion was  concerned,  but  the  following  extract  from  the  Journal 
of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Japan 
will  show  the  status  of  the  question  as  it  was  finally  disposed 
of  by  that  body : 

Resolved , That  every  missionary  regularly  appointed  by  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
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or  the  Methodist  Church,  Canada,  to  work  in  cooperation  with  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Japan  as  contemplated  in  the  Basis  of  Union 
adopted  by  the  Commissioners  of  said  churches,  shall  by  virtue  of 
such  appointment  be  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
actual  membership  in  the  Annual  Conference  where  his  service  is 
being  rendered,  so  long  as  his  administration  and  conduct  conform 
to  our  Discipline.  Every  such  missionary,  who  may  in  writing  elect 
to  serve  in  this  relation,  shall  be  subject  to  the  assignment  and 
direction  of  the  missionary  authorities  of  the  church  by  which  he 
is  supported,  in  consultation  with  the  Kantoku. 

In  the  event  of  his  non-conformity  to  our  Discipline  the  Kantoku 
shall  in  writing  so  advise  the  missionary  authorities  of  the  church  to 
which  such  missionary  is  responsible;  and  the  course  to  he  pursued 
shall  then  be  determined  by  consultation  between  the  Kantoku  and 
said  missionary  authorities. 

This  action  of  the  General  Conference  was  unanimous,  and  a 
copy,  certified  by  the  Secretary,  is  in  the  hands  of  your  Com- 
missioners. 

It  remains  for  this  General  Conference  to  declare  its  judg- 
ment on  the  subject,  and  we  earnestly  commend  the  fraternal 
attitude  of  the  Church  in  Japan,  as  exemplified  in  this  and 
other  expressions  of  its  confidence  and  gratitude,  to  your  gen- 
erous recognition. 

As  to  the  course  to  be  pursued  by  our  missionaries  until  the 
General  Conference  shall  act  upon  the  question,  your  Commis- 
sioners agreed  that  the  Japanese  Church  has  the  right  to  legis- 
late in  its  own  interest;  that  the  judgment  of  their  General 
Conference  as  to  the  relative  efficiency  of  the  missionary  so 
privileged,  as  compared  with  one  endowed  with  only  the  rights 
accorded  a layman  in  the  Annual  Conference,  might  safely  be 
permitted  an  opportunity,  at  least,  to  prove  its  wisdom;  and 
that  such  a significant  expression  of  confidence  and  esteem  for 
their  missionaries  should  be  met  in  a spirit  free  from  the  tram- 
mels of  legal  technicality.  The  missionaries  of  our  own  Church 
heartily  appreciate  this  generous  action  on  the  part  of  their 
Japanese  brethren,  and  unless  advised  to  the  contrary  by  this 
General  Conference,  most,  if  not  all  of  them,  will  accept  this 
dispensation  of  Japanese  grace  in  order  to  make  more  fruitful 
the  American  grace  of  continued  appropriations  in  aid  of  the 
Japanese  Church. 

In  this  interesting  connection  permit  us  to  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  chapter  in  the  “Basis  of  Union”  entitled  “The  Rela- 
tion of  the  American  and  Canadian  Churches  to  the  Japanese 
Church,”  and  the  recommendations  therein  contained.  That 
relation  is  defined  by  the  word  cooperative,  and  appropriations 
made  by  the  American  Churches  are  regarded  as  “auxiliary  to 
the  work  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Japan.”  The  American 
Churches  are  not  to  continue  any  church  organization  in  Japan 
except  of  the  auxiliary  type,  and  the  Church  of  Japan  is  not 
to  organize  in  America.  But  we  shall  still  have  a mission  to 
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Japanese  people  in  America.  It  is  no  more  than  just,  that,  so 
long  as  our  missionaries  are  granted  special  privileges,  essential 
to  the  success  of  their  work  in  Japan,  Japanese  preachers  doing 
missionary  work  among  their  fellow-countrymen  in  cooperation 
with  our  churches  in  this  country,  should  enjoy  corresponding 
recognition.  It  will  be  observed  that  this  recommendation 
covers  only  those  privileges  defined  by  the  Commissioners  in  the 
Basis  of  Union  for  foreign  missionaries,  and  does  not  refer  to 
the  larger  grant  by  special  legislation  afterward  enacted  by  the 
Japanese  General  Conference.  There  would  naturally  remain  a 
difference  between  the  privileges  accorded  to  our  missionaries 
in  Japan — who  are  prepared  and  supported  entirely  by  the 
American  Churches  for  the  benefit  and  upbuilding  of  the 
Japanese  Church — and  Japanese  preachers  temporarily  employed 
by  the  American  Churches,  at  the  expense  of  said  churches,  for 
the  evangelization  of  their  own  people  sojourning  in  America 
— any  of  whom  becoming  permanent  residents  will  soon  be  able 
to  receive  our  ministry  in  the  English  tongue. 

We  trust  that  the  recommendations  for  a reciprocal  arrange- 
ment for  the  inter-transfer  of  ministers  and  members  may  also 
have  favorable  consideration.  For  the  defining  of  conditions 
and  terms  upon  which  such  transfers  may  be  granted  there 
should  probably  be  a conference  between  properly  authorized 
committees  of  the  two  General  Conferences. 

Another  point  of  great  interest  eliciting  frequent  inquiry  was 
the  question  of  church  and  missionary  property.  We  believe  the 
solution  of  that  question  by  the  simple  declaration  that  until 
otherwise  determined  by  the  American  churches,  all  properties 
belonging  to  the  Missionary  Societies  should  be  held  by  the 
Society  which  created  them,  and  that  all  local  church  properties, 
secured  and  held  by  the  Japanese  brethren  in  the  interest  of 
the  several  churches,  should  pass  to  the  native  organizations, 
was  both  equitable  and  satisfactory.  Certain  it  is  that  the 
Japanese  Church  is  not  now  able,  nor  likely  to  be  able  for  many 
years,  to  even  keep  in  repair  the  buildings  and  grounds  occupied 
by  the  several  churches  in  their  extended  missionary  operations. 

In  concluding  this  report  the  Commissioners  would  cordially 
acknowledge  the  helpful  counsel  and  influence  of  Dr.  John  F. 
Goucher,  the  founder  and  benefactor  of  Aoyama  College,  who 
was  opportunely  present  during  the  final  negotiations  at  Tokyo. 

Holding  ourselves  in  readiness  to  answer  any  questions  that 
may  be  asked  by  your  Committee  to  which  this  report  may 
he  referred,  and  to  furnish  information  upon  any  point  not 
clear,  or  in  greater  detail  than  would  be  appropriate  in  this 
report,  we  have  only  to  suggest  further,  if  it  be  the  pleasure  of 
the  General  Conference  that  your  Commission  be  continued,  with 
authority  to  act  with  the  Commissions  of  other  churches  con- 
cerned in  interpreting  the  intention  of  the  Basis  of  Union  should 
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any  questions  arise  demanding  such  official  construction  or 
explanation. 

Besides  the  demonstrations  of  good  feeling  following  the  ac- 
complishment of  the  union,  of  which  mention  is  made  earlier 
in  this  report,  we  have  the  satisfaction  of  appending  the  follow- 
ing expression  of  our  own  Japanese  ministers,  which  we  believe 
represents  the  universal  feeling  of  all  the  Methodist  people  in 
the  united  church  toward  the  General  Conference  and  Church 
in  America.  Invoking  the  blessing  of  God  upon  the  conclusions 
reached  and  the  results  achieved,  we  are  your  brothers  in  service 
and  hope. 

Earl  Cranston, 

A.  B.  Leonard, 

C.  W.  Smith, 

C.  Z.  Lincoln, 
Lemuel  Skidmore. 


To  the  Commissioners  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  on  the 
Unification  of  Methodism  in  Japan. 

Beloved  Fathers  and  Brethren:  The  Union  of  Methodism  in 
Japan  has  been  to  us  one  of  the  most  vital  questions  of  recent  years. 
Prayers  numberless  and  earnest  have  been  offered  and  great  efforts 
have  been  put  forth  for  its  realization.  The  progress  of  the  time 
necessitated  it.  The  growth  of  the  Church  demanded  it. 

Ever  since  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  held  at  Los  Angeles  three  years  ago  listened  to  our  petition 
and  commissioned  you  with  full  power  to  give  the  matter  careful 
study  and  bring  it  to  a practical  solution  you  have  taken  up  the 
duties  thus  imposed  upon  you  with  faith  and  patience,  love  and  hope, 
and  although  you  met  with  numerous  difficulties  in  the  negotiations 
with  the  Commissioners  of  the  other  Methodist  bodies,  and  in  the 
adjustment  of  the  relation  between  the  mother  Church  in  America 
and  the  proposed  new  Church  in  Japan,  yet  finally  you  found  a sat- 
isfactory solution  and  made  the  union  a possibility,  in  accordance 
with  our  long  cherished  desire. 

We  are  truly  grateful  to  you  for  all  your  sympathetic  efforts  and 
the  success  which  has  crowned  them.  Henceforth  we  shall  do  our 
utmost,  with  ever  increasing  zeal,  for  the  development  of  the  Church 
and  the  extension  of  the  Master’s  kingdom.  In  this  way  we  expect 
to  reap  the  results  of  the  union. 

We,  the  members  of  the  Japan  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  unanimously  adopted  these  resolutions  by  a rising 
vote,  desiring  thus  to  extend  to  you  the  Commissioners,  and  through 
you  to  the  mother  Church,  our  truly  heartfelt  thanks,  and  to  assure 
you  of  our  prayer  that  Heaven’s  richest  blessings  may  ever  rest 
upon  you! 

In  behalf  of  the  Conference. 


Y.  Honda, 
Julius  Soper, 

S.  Sugihara, 

H.  Yamaha, 

G.  Ukai, 

Committee. 
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BASIS  OF  UNION  AGREED  UPON  BY  THE  JOINT  COMMISSION 
REPRESENTING  THE  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH, 
THE  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH,  SOUTH,  AND 
THE  METHODIST  CHURCH  OF  CANADA 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  July  18,  19,  1906. 

HISTORICAL  STATEMENT 

The  doctrine  and  spirit  of  primitive  Christianity  have  existed  at 
different  times  and  in  different  degrees  in  all  branches  of  the  king- 
dom of  Christ  among  men.  They  were  embodied  in  a new  form 
on  this  wise:  “In  1729  two  young  men  in  England,  reading  the 
Bible,  saw  they  could  not  be  saved  without  holiness,  followed  after 
it  and  incited  others  to  do  so.  In  1737  they  saw,  likewise,  that  men 
are  justified  before  they  are  sanctified;  but  still  holiness  was  their 
object.  God  then  thrust  them  out  to  raise  a holy  people.” 

This  was  the  rise  of  Methodism,  as  given  in  the  words  of  its 
founders,  John  and  Charles  Wesley,  of  Oxford  University,  and  pres- 
byters of  the  Church  of  England.  Their  evangelical  labors  were 
accompanied  by  an  extraordinary  divine  influence;  other  ministers 
and  many  lay  preachers  were  raised  up  to  aid  them;  and  throughout 
England  and  in  Scotland  and  Ireland  arose  United  Societies,  which 
became  the  Wesleyan  Churches  of  Great  Britain. 

In  the  year  1776  Philip  Embury,  a Wesleyan  local  preacher,  began 
to  preach  in  New  York  city,  and  formed  a Society,  and  other  local 
preachers  followed. 

In  1769  Mr.  Wesley  sent  to  America  two  itinerant  preachers,  and 
in  1771 — two  others — Francis  Asbury  and  Richard  Wright. 

When  the  independence  of  the  United  States  was  acknowledged 
by  the  treaty  of  1783,  the  American  Methodists  were  without  an 
ordained  ministry  and  appealed  to  Mr.  Wesley  for  advice  and 
help.  He  responded  by  ordaining  the  Revs.  Richard  Whatcoat  and 
Thomas  Vasey  as  presbyters  (or  elders)  for  America;  and  also 
(since  he  preferred  the  Episcopal  form  of  Church  government)  by 
setting  apart,  by  prayer  and  the  imposition  of  hands,  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Coke,  Doctor  of  Civil  Law,  and  a presbyter  of  the  Church 
of  England,  to  be  a superintendent,  “to  preside  over  the  flock  of 
Christ”  in  America.  He  also  commissioned  Dr.  Coke  to  ordain,  as 
joint  superintendent  with  himself,  the  Rev.  Francis  Asbury,  then 
general  assistant  for  the  American  Societies. 

At  the  “Christmas  Conference,”  begun  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  Decem- 
ber 24,  1784,  sixty  preachers  met  Dr.  Coke  and  his  companions.  The 
plan  of  Mr.  Wesley  was  submitted  to  them,  and  was  unanimously 
approved.  Thereupon  they  organized  the  “Methodist  Episcopal 
Church”;  Dr.  Coke  and  Francis  Asbury  were  elected  to  the  episcopal 
office,  and  Mr.  Asbury  was  consecrated  by  Dr.  Coke,  assisted  by  sev- 
eral presbyters.  Such  was  the  origin  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 
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In  the  course  of  time,  by  reason  of  changed  social  and  other 
conditions,  it  seemed  best  to  those  concerned  that  the  ministers  and 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  Southern  States 
of  the  American  Republic  should  he  formed  into  a separate  Church, 
and  accordingly  the  “Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,”  was 
organized  in  the  month  of  May,  1845. 

The  sending  of  ministers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
to  Japan  was  authorized  by  the  General  Missionary  Committee  in 
November,  1872,  and  the  first  ministers  appointed  to  this  country 
were  the  Rev.  R.  S.  Maclay,  formerly  missionary  at  Foochow,  China; 
the  Rev.  John  C.  Davison,  of  the  Newark  Annual  Conference;  the 
Rev.  Julius  Soper,  of  the  Baltimore  Annual  Conference,  and  the 
Rev.  Merriman  C.  Harris,  of  the  Pittsburg  Annual  Conference.  Dr. 
Maclay  arrived  at  Yokohama  June  11,  1873,  and  the  others  followed 
soon  after.  Later,  the  Rev.  Irvin  H.  Correll  was  added  to  the  list. 
The  mission  was  formally  organized  by  Bishop  William  L.  Harris 
August  8,  1873,  No.  60,  Bluff,  Yokohama,  Revs.  Maclay,  Davison, 
Soper  and  Correll  being  present.  These,  with  Mr.  Harris,  who  soon 
arrived,  were  assigned  to  their  stations,  Dr.  Maclay  being  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  mission,  which  has  expanded  into  two  Annual 
Conferences. 

At  the  General  Conference  of  1904  the  Rev.  Merriman  C.  Har- 
ris, D.D.,  was  elected  and  consecrated  missionary  bishop  for  Japan 
and  Korea,  and  entered  at  once  upon  the  work  of  supervision  in 
these  countries. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  in  May,  1885,  established 
a mission  in  Japan.  Revs.  J.  W.  Lambuth,  W.  R.  Lambuth  and 
O.  A.  Dukes,  of  the  China  Mission,  and  members  respectively  of  the 
Mississippi,  Tennessee  and  South  Carolina  Annual  Conferences,  were 
appointed  to  this  work.  They  landed  in  Kobe,  Japan,  in  July,  1886. 
In  the  September  following  Bishop  A.  W.  Wilson  organized  the  mis- 
sion, and  appointed  W.  R.  Lambuth  superintendent.  The  work  was 
rapidly  extended  eastward  to  Lake  Biwa  and  westward  to  Shimon- 
oseki,  including  the  eastern  coast  of  the  Island  of  Kiushiu  and  the 
northern  shore  of  Shikoku.  In  1892  Bishop  Joseph  S.  Key  organized 
the  mission  into  an  Annual  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South. 

The  beginnings  of  Methodism  in  Canada  date  back  to  the  year 
1772,  when  a small  party  of  English  Methodists  reached  Nova  Scotia. 
In  the  next  thirteen  years  other  groups,  chiefly  from  the  United 
States,  located  in  various  parts  of  Upper  Canada  (now  Ontario) ; 
and  some  of  these,  being  stirred  in  their  hearts  by  the  spiritual 
destitution  of  the  people,  began  to  exhort  their  neighbors  to  “repent 
and  believe  the  gospel.”  In  1790  William  Lossee,  an  itinerant 
preacher  from  the  United  States,  came  into  Canada  and  gathered 
many  converts.  Two  years  later  he  appealed  to  Bishop  Asbury  for 
an  ordained  minister,  and  Darius  Dunham  was  sent.  For  thirty-six 
years  the  work  in  Canada  was  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  bishops 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States,  but  in  1828 
they  relinquished  their  supervision,  and  the  Societies  in  Canada 
became  a separate  and  independent  Church,  under  the  name  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Canada. 

Five  years  later  a union  was  formed  with  the  British  Wesleyan 
Conference,  which  had  sent  a number  of  missionaries  into  Canada, 
and  the  name  of  the  united  body  became  the  Wesleyan  Methodist 
Church  in  Canada.  Episcopacy  was  superseded  by  an  annual  presi- 
dency, and  the  polity  of  the  Church  was  modeled  after  that  of  the 
parent  ho'dy  in  England.  In  1874  a union  took  place  in  Canada 
between  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church,  the  Methodist  New  Connec- 
tion and  the  Conference  of  Eastern  British  America.  The  name 
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adopted  was  “The  Methodist  Church  in  Canada,”  and  the  union  of 
the  three  Churches  with  their  parent  bodies  in  England  was  dis- 
solved by  mutual  consent.  Again  in  1883  a wider  union  was  brought 
about,  embracing  the  Methodist  Church  in  Canada,  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  Canada,  the  Primitive  Methodist  Church  and 
the  Bible  Christian  Church,  since  which  time  the  legal  name  of  the 
body  has  been  “The  Methodist  Church.” 

In  1873  the  first  foreign  mission  of  Canadian  Methodism  was 
begun  in  Japan  by  the  appointment  of  the  Rev.  George  Cochrane, 
D.D.,  and  the  Rev.  Davidson  Macdonald,  M.D.,  to  that  work,  which 
has  grown  into  an  Annual  Conference. 

In  course  of  time  a general  conviction  grew  up  that  the  cause  of 
God  would  be  promoted  by  the  union  of  the  Methodist  Churches  in 
Japan.  When  this  fact  was  signified  to  the  Churches  in  America, 
several  of  their  General  Conferences  approved  the  idea,  and  ap- 
pointed Commissioners  to  consider  the  matter,  and  effect  the  union, 
if  deemed  practicable.  As  the  final  result,  the  Commissioners  rep- 
resenting the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  and  the  Methodist  Church  in  Canada,  at  their  final 
session  in  the  Castle  Inn,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  unanimously  agreed  upon  a 
plan  of  union  of  the  ministers  and  members  of  these  three  denomi- 
nations in  the  Empire  of  Japan,  into  the  Nippon  Methodist  Kyokwai. 
In  accordance  with  this  agreement,  a General  Conference  was  con- 
vened in  Tokyo,  Japan,  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  May,  1907,  com- 
posed of  delegates  previously  elected  by  the  four  Annual  Confer- 
ences of  the  three  uniting  Churches  in  Japan,  and  the  Nippon  Metho- 
dist Kyokwai  was  formally  organized  in  accordance  with  the  plan 
hereinafter  approved,  and  under  the  advice  and  with  the  approval 
of  the  authorized  Commissioners  of  the  three  American  Churches. 

This  was  the  origin  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Japan. 

The  sole  object  of  the  rules,  regulations  and  usages  of  the  Nippon 
Methodist  Kyokwai  is  that  it  may  fulfill  to  the  end  of  time  its  divine 
vocation  as  a leader  of  evangelization,  in  all  true  reforms,  and  in 
the  promotion  of  fraternal  relations  among  all  branches  of  the  one 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  with  which  it  is  a co-worker  in  the  spiritual 
conquest  of  the  world  for  the  Son  of  God. 

PREAMBLE 

Whereas,  There  exists  a practically  unanimous  conviction  among 
the  pastors  and  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Canada,  in  Japan,  as  well  as  among  the  foreign  missionaries,  that 
a union  of  the  three  bodies  is  in  the  highest  degree  expedient  and 
desirable  in  the  interests  of  our  common  Christianity;  and 

Whereas,  The  General  Conferences  of  the  said  Churches  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada  have  approved  the  principle  of  such  a 
union,  and  have  appointed  Commissioners  with  authority  to  arrange 
the  necessary  details  and  consummate  the  desired  union  if  the  same 
is  found  to  be  practicable;  and 

Whereas,  Agreement  has  been  reached  on  the  main  points  in- 
volved, we,  the  aforesaid  Commissioners,  in  session  assembled,  July 
18,  19,  1906,  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  United  States  of  America, 
do  consent  and  agree  to  a union  between  our  respective  Churches  in 
Japan  as  set  forth  in  this  plan  of  organization. 

Article  I.  Doctrines 

The  Nippon  Methodist  Kyokwai  shall  be  permanently  founded  on 
the  fundamental  doctrines  of  Holy  Scripture,  as  unfolded  by  Christ 
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and  his  apostles,  formally  stated  in  the  Articles  of  Religion  em- 
bodied in  this  plan  of  organization,  and  expounded  in  Mr.  Wesley’s 
Notes  on  the  New  Testament  and  the  first  fifty-two  sermons  pub- 
lished by  him  during  his  lifetime. 


ARTICLES  OF  RELIGION 

1.  Of  Faith  in  the  Holy  Trinity 

There  is  but  one  living  and  true  God,  everlasting,  without  body 
or  parts,  of  infinite  power,  wisdom  and  goodness;  Maker  and  Pre- 
server of  all  things,  visible  and  invisible.  And  in  unity  of  this 
Godhead  there  are  three  persons,  of  one  substance,  power,  and 
eternity;  the  Father,  the  Son  and  the  Holy  Ghost. 

2.  Of  the  Word , or  Son  of  God,  Who  Was  Made  Very  Man 

The  Son,  who  is  the  Word  of  the  Father,  the  very  and  eternal 
God,  of  one  substance  with  the  Father,  took  man’s  nature  in  the 
womb  of  the  blessed  Virgin;  so  that  two  whole  and  perfect  natures — 
that  is  to  say,  the  Godhead  and  manhood — were  joined  together  in 
one  person,  never  to  be  divided;  whereof  is  one  Christ,  very  God 
and  very  Man,  who  suffered,  was  crucified,  dead  and  buried,  to  be  a 
propitiation  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world. 

3.  Of  the  Resurrection  of  Christ 

Christ  did  truly  rise  again  from  the  dead,  and  took  again  his  body 
with  all  things  pertaining  to  the  perfection  of  man’s  nature,  where- 
with he  ascended  into  heaven  and  there  sitteth1  until  he  return  to 
judge  all  men  at  the  last  day. 

Jf.  Of  the  Holy  Spirit 

The  Holy  Spirit,  proceeding  from  the  Father  and  the  Son,  is  of 
one  substance,  majesty  and  glory,  with  the  Father  and  the  Son,  very 
and  eternal  God. 

5.  Of  the  Sufficiency  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  for  Salvation 

The  Holy  Scriptures  contain  all  things  necessary  to  salvation,  so 
that  whatsoever  is  not  read  therein,  nor  may  be  proved  thereby,  is 
not  to  be  required  of  any  man,  that  it  should  be  believed  as  an 
article  of  the  faith,  or  be  thought  requisite  or  necessary  to  salva- 
tion. By  the  Holy  Scriptures  we  do  understand  those  canonical 
books  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  of  whose  authority  was 
never  any  doubt  in  the  Church. 


THE  NAMES  OF  THE  CANONICAL  BOOKS 


Genesis, 

Exodus, 

Leviticus, 

Numbers, 

Deuteronomy, 

Joshua, 

Judges, 

Ruth, 

The  First  Book  of  Samuel, 
The  Second  Book  of  Samuel, 
The  First  Book  of  Kings, 

The  Second  Book  of  Kings, 


The  First  Book  of  Chronicles, 
The  Second  Book  of  Chronicles, 
The  Book  of  Ezra, 

The  Book  of  Nehemiah, 

The  Book  of  Esther, 

The  Book  of  Job, 

The  Psalms 
The  Proverbs, 

Ecclesiastes,  or  the  Preacher, 
Cantica,  or  Songs  of  Solomon, 
Four  Prophets  the  Greater, 
Twelve  Prophets  the  Less. 


JThe  word  “remaineth”  suggested  instead  of  “sitteth.” 
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All  the  books  of  the  New  Testament,  as  they  are  commonly 
received,  we  do  receive  and  account  canonical. 

6.  Of  the  Old  Testament 

The  Old  Testament  is  not  contrary  to  the  New;  for  both  in  the 
Old  and  New  Testaments  everlasting  life  is  offered  to  mankind  by 
Christ,  who  is  the  only  Mediator  between  God  and  man,  being  both 
God  and  man.  Wherefore  they  are  not  to  be  heard  who  teach  that 
the  fathers  did  look  only  for  transitory  promises.  Although  the 
law  given  from  God  by  Moses,  as  touching  ceremonies  and  rites, 
doth  not  bind  Christians,  nor  ought  the  civil  precepts  thereof  of 
necessity  to  be  received  in  any  commonwealth;  yet,  notwithstand- 
ing, no  Christian  whatsoever  is  free  from  the  obedience  of  the  com- 
mandments which  are  called  moral. 

7.  Of  Original  Sin 

By  the  voluntary  disobedience  of  our  first  parents  the  nature  of 
man  was  corrupted,  so  that  he  is  very  far  gone  from  original 
righteousness,  and  continually  inclined  to  evil.  Wherefore  he  can- 
not turn  and  prepare  himself  by  his  natural  strength  and  efforts  to 
do  good  works  acceptable  to  God. 

8.  Of  Justification  and  Good  Works 

We  are  accounted  righteous  before  God  only  for  the  merits  of 
our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  by  faith,  and  not  for  our  own 
works  or  deservings.  Nevertheless,  good  works,  which  are  the 
fruits  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  are  pleasing  and  acceptable  to  God 
in  Christ. 

9.  Of  Sin  After  Justification 

Not  every  sin  willingly  committed  after  justification  is  the  sin 
against  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  unpardonable.  Wherefore  the  grant 
of  repentance  is  not  to  be  denied  to  such  as  fall  into  sin  after 
justification.  After  we  have  received  the  Holy  Spirit  it  is  possible 
to  depart  from  grace  given  and  fall  into  sin,  and,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  through  repentance  and  faith,  to  rise  again  and  amend  our 
lives.  Also  they  are  to  be  condemned  who  say  they  can  no  more 
sin  as  long  as  they  live  here.  Nevertheless,  the  peril  of  sinning 
against  the  light  we  have  received  is  exceeding  great,  because  it 
leads  to  that  hardness  of  heart  for  which  there  is  no  repentance, 
therefore  we  ought  to  watch  continually  unto  prayer  against  tempta- 
tion, and  the  erroneous  teaching  of  those  who  say  they  can  no  more 
sin  as  long  as  they  live. 


10.  Of  the  Church 

The  visible  Church  of  Christ  is  a company  of  faithful  people  in 
which  the  pure  word  of  God  is  preached,  and  the  sacraments  are 
duly  administered  according  to  Christ’s  ordinance;  and  whose  mis- 
sion it  is  to  evangelize  the  world  in  obedience  to  our  Lord’s  com- 
mand to  “go  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every 
creature.” 


11.  Of  Purgatory  and  Other  Errors 

Erroneous  doctrines  concerning  purgatory,  pardons,  indulgences, 
images  and  other  relics,  the  invocation  of  saints,  and  merit  acquired 
by  works  of  supererogation,  by  whomsoever  taught,  are  not  only 
without  warrant  of  Scripture,  but  are  repugnant  to  the  Word 
of  God. 
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12.  Of  the  Sacraments 

Sacraments  ordained  of  Christ  are  not  only  badges  or  tokens  of 
Christian  profession,  but  they  are  symbols  of  grace  and  of  God’s 
will  toward  us,  by  the  which  he  doth  work  invisibly  in  us,  and 
doth  not  only  quicken  but  also  strengthen  and  confirm  our  faith 
in  him.  There  are  only  two  sacraments  ordained  of  Christ  our 
Lord  in  the  gospel — that  is  to  say,  Baptism  and  the  Supper  of 
the  Lord. 

Baptism  is  not  only  a sign  of  profession  and  mark  of  difference 
whereby  Christians  are  distinguished  from  others  that  are  not  bap- 
tized, but  it  is  also  a symbol  of  regeneration  or  the  new  birth. 
And  inasmuch  as  our  Saviour  has  said,  “Of  such  is  the  kingdom 
of  heaven,”  the  baptism  of  young  children  is  to  be  retained  in 
the  Church. 

The  Supper  of  the  Lord  is  not  only  a sign  of  the  love  that  Chris- 
tians ought  to  have  among  themselves  one  to  another,  but  is  rather 
a memorial  and  a sacrament  of  our  redemption  by  Christ’s  death; 
insomuch  that  to  such  as  rightly,  worthily,  and  with  faith  receive 
the  same,  the  bread  which  we  break  is,  as  the  apostle  saith,  a 
partaking  of  the  body  of  Christ;  and  likewise  the  cup  of  blessing 
is  the  partaking  of  the  blood  of  Christ.  But  transubstantiation,  or 
the  change  of  the  substance  of  bread  and  wine  in  the  Supper  of 
our  Lord,  is  repugnant  to  the  plain  words  of  Scripture,  over- 
throweth  the  nature  of  a sacrament,  and  hath  given  occasion  to 
many  superstitions. 

The  sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  was  not  by  Christ’s  ordi- 
nance reserved,  carried  about,  lifted  up,  or  worshiped. 

The  cup  of  the  Lord  is  not  to  be  denied  to  the  lay  people;  for 
both  the  parts  of  the  Lord’s  Supper,  by  Christ’s  ordinance  and  com- 
mandment, ought  to  be  administered  to  all  Christians  alike. 

13.  Of  the  One  Oblation  of  Christ,  Finished  Upon  the  Cross 

The  offering  of  Christ,  once  made,  is  that  perfect  redemption, 
propitiation  and  satisfaction  for  all  the  sins  of  the  whole  world, 
and  there  is  none  other  satisfaction  for  sin  but  that  alone.  Where- 
fore the  sacrifice  of  masses,  in  the  which  it  is  commonly  said  that 
the  priest  doth  offer  Christ  for  the  quick  and  the  dead,  to  have 
remission  of  pain  or  guilt,  is  a dangerous  error. 

llf.  Of  the  Marriage  of  Ministers 

The  ministers  of  Christ  are  not  commanded  by  God’s  law  either 
to  marry  or  to  abstain  from  marriage;  therefore  it  is  lawful  for 
them,  as  for  all  other  Christians,  to  marry  at  their  own  discretion, 
as  they  shall  judge  the  same  to  serve  best  to  godliness. 

15.  Of  the  Rites  and  Ceremonies  of  Churches 

It  is  not  necessary  that  rites  and  ceremonies  should  in  all  places 
be  the  same.  As  they  have  varied  in  the  past,  so  they  may  be 
changed  according  to  the  diversity  of  countries,  times  and  customs, 
so  that  nothing  be  ordained  against  God’s  Word.  But  no  member, 
in  the  right  of  his  private  judgment,  may  violate  the  rites  and 
ceremonies  of  the  Church  to  which  he  belongs. 

16.  Of  the  Civil  Government 

[The  Joint  Commission  decided  to  leave  the  article  on  Civil  Gov- 
ernment to  be  prepared  and  adopted  by  the  General  Conference  to 
be  convened  in  Tokyo. — Ed.] 
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17.  Of  Christian  Men's  Goods 

The  riches  and  goods  of  Christians  are  not  common  as  touching 
the  right,  title  and  possession  of  the  same,  as  some  do  erroneously 
teach.  Yet  every  Christian  should  hold  his  possessions  as  a provi- 
dential trust  to  be  administered,  as  the  Word  of  God  and  an  en- 
lightened conscience  may  direct,  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  his 
fellow-men  and  extending  Christ’s  kingdom  in  the  earth. 

18.  Of  a Christian  Man's  Oath 

An  oath  in  confirmation  of  testimony,  when  required  by  proper 
civil  authority,  is  not  to  be  refused  by  a Christian  man,  hut  is  to 
he  regarded  as  a solemn  appeal  to  the  Judge  of  all  men  as  to  the 
truth  of  the  evidence  given. 

Akticle  II.  The  General  Rules 

The  general  rules  shall  be  those  found  in  the  books  of  Discipline 
of  the  uniting  bodies,  with  such  emendations,  in  the  details  under 
the  three  general  rules,  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by  the  represent- 
atives of  the  Commissions  of  the  uniting  bodies  who  shall  visit 
Japan  to  assist  in  the  organization  of  the  Methodist  Church 
of  Japan. 

PLAN  OF  ORGANIZATION 
Article  III.  Name 

The  name  of  the  united  Church  shall  be  Nippon  Methodist 
Kyokwai  (the  Methodist  Church  of  Japan). 

Article  IV.  Membership 

The  terms  of  membership  in  the  communion  shall  be  the  accept- 
ance of  the  general  rules  of  the  uniting  Churches,  and  the  con- 
fession of  doctrinal  beliefs  contained  in  the  ritual  for  the  baptism 
of  adults  and  for  the  reception  of  members. 

Article  V.  General  Conference 

1.  The  government  of  the  Church  shall  be  vested  in  a delegated 
body  to  be  known  as  the  General  Conference  (Sokwai),  which  shall 
meet  quadrennially,  and  shall  be  composed  of  ministerial  and  lay 
delegates  to  be  chosen  as  hereinafter  provided. 

2.  The  first  General  Conference  shall  consist  of  one  ministerial 
delegate  for  every  five  members  of  an  Annual  Conference;  but  a 
fraction  of  three  fifths  or  more  of  the  ratio  described  shall  entitle 
an  Annual  Conference  to  an  additional  delegate. 

Ministerial  Delegates 

3.  The  ministerial  delegates  shall  be  elected  by  ballot,  without 
debate,  by  the  ministerial  members  of  the  Annual  Conference  at 
its  session  immediately  preceding  the  General  Conference.  Such 
delegates  shall  be  elders,  at  least  twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  shall 
have  been  members  of  an  Annual  Conference  four  successive  years, 
and  at  the  time  of  the  session  of  the  General  Conference  shall  be 
members  of  the  Annual  Conference  which  elected  them.  An  Annual 
Conference  may  elect  reserve  delegates  not  exceeding  three  in 
number,  and  not  exceeding  the  number  of  its  regular  delegates. 

4.  No  minister  shall  be  counted  twice  in  the  same  year  in  the 
basis  for  the  election  of  delegates  to  the  General  Conference,  nor 
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vote  in  such  election  where  he  is  not  counted,  nor  vote  in  two  Con- 
ferences in  the  same  year  on  a constitutional  question. 


Lay  Delegates 

1.  Lay  members  of  each  Annual  Conference  shall  be  entitled  to 
elect  as  many  lay  delegates  to  the  General  Conference  as  there 
are  ministerial  delegates  from  the  same  Annual  Conference,  and 
they  may  also  elect  reserve  delegates,  not  exceeding  two  in  number, 
and  not  exceeding  the  number  of  regular  delegates.  These  elec- 
tions shall  be  by  ballot. 

2.  Lay  members,  twenty-five  years  of  age  or  over,  holding  mem- 
bership in  pastoral  charges  within  the  bounds  of  the  Annual  Con- 
ference, and  having  been  lay  members  of  the  Church  four  years 
next  preceding,  shall  be  eligible  for  election  to  the  General  Con- 
ference. Delegates  elected,  who  cease  to  be  members  of  the  Church 
within  the  bounds  of  the  Annual  Conference  by  which  they  were 
elected,  shall  not  be  entitled  to  seats  in  the  General  Conference. 


Presiding  Officers 

1.  The  General  Conference  shall  elect  from  among  the  traveling 
elders  as  many  General  Superintendents  (Kantoku)  as  it  may  deem 
necessary. 

2.  The  General  Superintendents  (Kantoku)  shall  be  elected  by 
the  General  Conference  for  eight  years,  by  ballot,  without  nomina- 
tion or  debate,  and  shall  be  eligible  for  reelection. 

3.  The  General  Superintendents  shall  preside  in  the  General 
Conference  in  such  order  as  they  may  determine;  but  if  no  Gen- 
eral Superintendent  be  present,  the  General  Conference  shall  elect 
one  of  its  members  to  preside  pro  tempore. 

4.  The  presiding  officer  of  the  General  Conference  shall  decide 
questions  of  order,  subject  to  an  appeal  to  the  General  Conference, 
which  appeal  shall  be  taken  without  debate.  Questions  of  law 
shall  be  decided  by  the  General  Superintendent  (Kantoku)  subject 
to  an  appeal  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  hereinafter  to  be  pro- 
vided for. 


Powers  of  the  General  Conference 

The  General  Conference  shall  have  full  power  to  make  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  Church  under  the  following  limitations  and 
restrictions: 

1.  The  General  Conference  shall  not  revoke,  alter,  nor  change 
our  Articles  of  Religion,  nor  establish  any  new  standards  or  rules 
of  doctrine  contrary  to  our  present  existing  and  established  stand- 
ards of  doctrine. 

2.  The  General  Conference  shall  not  change  or  alter  any  part 
or  rule  of  the  government  of  the  Church  so  as  to  do  away  with  the 
itinerant  system  or  the  plan  and  powers  of  the  itinerant  General 
Superintendency  as  provided  for  by  this  constitution  and  basis 
of  union. 

3.  The  General  Conference  shall  not  deprive  our  ministers  of 
the  right  of  trial  by  the  Annual  Conference,  or  by  a select  number 
thereof,  nor  of  an  appeal;  nor  shall  it  deprive  our  members  of 
the  right  of  trial  by  a committee  of  members  of  the  Church,  nor 
of  an  appeal. 
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AMENDMENTS 

Upon  the  concurrent  recommendation  of  three  fourths  of  all  the 
members  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences  who  shall  be  present 
and  vote  on  such  recommendation,  then  a majority  of  two  thirds 
of  the  General  Conference  succeeding  shall  suffice  to  alter  any  of 
the  above  restrictions,  excepting  the  first  article;  and  also  when- 
ever such  alteration  or  alterations  shall  have  been  first  recom- 
mended by  two  thirds  of  the  General  Conference,  so  soon  as  three 
fourths  of  the  members  of  all  the  Annual  Conferences  shall  have 
concurred  as  aforesaid,  such  alteration  or  alterations  shall  take 
effect;  provided,  that  when  any  rule  or  regulation  is  adopted  by  the 
General  Conference,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Kantoku,  is  uncon- 
stitutional, the  Kantoku  may  present  to  the  Conference  which 
passed  said  rule  or  regulation  their  objections  thereto,  with  their 
reasons  in  writing;  and  if  then  the  General  Conference  shall,  by  a 
two  thirds  vote,  adhere  to  its  action  on  said  rule  or  regulation,  it 
shall  then  take  the  course  prescribed  for  altering  a restrictive  rule; 
and  if  thus  passed  upon  affirmatively,  the  Kantoku  shall  announce 
that  such  rule  or  regulation  takes  effect  from  that  time. 


Judiciary  Committee 

The  General  Conference  shall  have  authority  to  appoint  a Judi- 
ciary Committee,  composed  of  four  foreign  missionaries,  four  native 
pastors,  and  four  laymen,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  all  questions 
of  law  arising  out  of  appeals  from  the  rulings  of  a General  Superin- 
tendent (Kantoku),  or  the  action  of  any  Board  or  court  of  the 
Church  from  which  an  appeal  has  been  taken.  The  decisions  of  the 
Judiciary  Committee  shall  be  final. 

Abticle  VI.  Annual  Conferences 

1.  The  territory  occupied  by  the  Church  shall  be  divided  into 
Annual  Conferences  (Nenkwai)  as  the  General  Conference  may 
from  time  to  time  direct. 

2.  The  Annual  Conference  shall  be  composed  of  all  ministers1 
in  full  connection  within  its  bounds,  and  one  lay  representative 
from  each  self-supporting  charge;  but  pastoral  charges  including 
two  or  more  societies  shall  be  entitled  to  but  one  lay  representative. 

3.  Lay  members  of  the  Annual  Conference  shall  have  the  right 
to  speak  and  vote  on  all  questions  except  those  affecting  ministerial 
character  and  relations. 

4.  Each  Annual  Conference  shall  have  power  to  elect  to  order 
of  deacon  any  probationer  of  not  less  than  two  years’  standing 
who  has  passed  an  approved  examination  on  the  course  of  study; 
and  also  to  admit  into  full  connection  and  elect  to  order  of  elder 
any  probationer  who  has  traveled  four  years  and  fulfilled  all  disci- 
plinary requirements. 

5.  In  the  absence  of  a General  Superintendent  (Kantoku)  the 
Conference  shall  elect  by  ballot,  without  discussion,  from  among 
Its  elders  a president  pro  tern. 

6.  In  the  appointing  of  the  presiding  elders  (Bucho)  each 
Annual  Conference  shall  nominate  annually,  by  ballot,  without 
debate,  two  for  each  district,  or  more  if  requested  by  the  Kantoku; 


‘Every  minister  who  at  the  time  the  union  is  effected  is  a full  member 
of  an  Annual  Conference  of  either  of  the  uniting  bodies  shall  be  a member 
of  the  Annual  Conference  within  whose  bounds  he  is  stationed  when  the 
union  -takes  place. 
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and  from  among  those  thus  nominated  the  Kantoku  shall  appoint 
the  necessary  number. 

7.  The  appointments  of  the  preachers  to  their  respective  charges 
shall  he  fixed  by  the  Kantoku,  after  consultation  with  the  Bucho 
in  annual  session.  Vacancies  occurring  during  the  year  shall  be 
filled  and  necessary  changes  may  be  made  by  the  Kantoku,  after 
consultation  with  the  presiding  elders  of  the  districts  concerned. 

Article  VII.  District  Conferences 

1.  The  territory  occupied  by  each  Annual  Conference  shall  he 
divided  into  districts  (Bu)  by  the  Kantoku,  in  consultation  with 
the  presiding  elders. 

2.  A District  Conference  shall  he  organized  in  each  district.  It 
shall  be  composed  of  all  the  preachers  in  the  district,  traveling  and 
local,  including  superannuated  preachers  (whether  resident  without 
or  within  the  limits  of  the  Annual  Conferences  to  which  they 
belong) ; of  the  regularly  authorized  and  employed  evangelists 
and  helpers;  and  of  laymen,  the  number  of  whom  and  their  mode 
of  appointment  shall  be  determined  by  the  General  Conference. 

3.  The  District  Conference  (Bukwai)  shall  meet  semiannually, 
in  the  spring  and  autumn  of  each  year,  one  meeting  to  be  within 
one  month  preceding  the  assembling  of  the  Annual  Conference. 
The  duties  of  the  Bukwai  shall  be: 

(a)  To  promote  religious  life  among  ministers  and  people 
throughout  the  district. 

(h)  To  consider  the  state  of  the  work  and  plan  for  its  im- 
provement. 

(c)  To  license  as  local  preachers  suitable  persons  recommended 
by  Quarterly  Conferences,  and  to  renew  licenses  previously  issued 
when  judged  advisable. 

(<f)  To  inquire  into  the  qualifications  and  usefulness  of  evan- 
gelists and  helpers  employed  within  the  district,  and  recommend 
the  same  to  the  Annual  Conference  for  continuance  or  otherwise. 

(e)  To  take  steps  when  necessary  to  improve  the  financial  con- 
dition of  the  district. 

(f)  And  in  general  to  discharge  such  other  functions  as  may 
be  prescribed  from  time  to  time  by  the  Discipline  of  the  Church. 

4.  In  the  absence  of  the  Kantoku,  the  Bucho  shall  preside  in 
the  Bukwai  and  at  all  Quarterly  Conferences  (Shikikwai),  and 
shall  exercise  general  supervision  in  his  district. 

5.  A presiding  elder  may  be  assigned  to  a pastoral  charge  or 
otherwise,  as  the  Kantoku  may  determine. 

Article  VIII.  Quarterly  Conferences 

A Quarterly  Conference  shall  be  organized  in  each  pastoral 
charge,  and  be  composed  of  such  persons  and  have  such  powers  as 
the  General  Conference  may  direct. 

Article  IX.  Pastoral  Charges 

Members  of  the  Church  shall  be  organized  into  local  Societies, 
one  or  more  of  which  shall  constitute  a pastoral  charge. 

Article  X.  Church  Property 

All  church  and  parsonage  property,  controlled  by  the  Annual  Con- 
ferences of  the  uniting  bodies  at  the  time  of  the  union,  shall  be 
legally  held  in  trust  for  the  sole  use  and  benefit  of  the  ministry 
and  membership  of  the  Nippon  Methodist  Kyokwai,  subject  to  the 
discipline,  usage  and  ministerial  appointments  of  said  Church;  and,. 
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if  sold,  the  proceeds  shall  be  disposed  of  and  used  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  said  Discipline.  Property  acquired  in  future 
by  the  said  Nippon  Methodist  Kyokwai  shall  be  held  under  the 
same  regulation. 


Article  XI.  Mission  Property 

Book  Concern  and  school  properties,  missionary  residences  and 
other  connectional  buildings,  shall  remain  in  charge  of  the  several 
missionary  organizations  by  which  they  were  created  and  have  been 
maintained,  until  such  time  as  in  the  judgment  of  the  several  Mis- 
sionary Boards  the  Japanese  Church  shall  be  able  to  keep  them  iu 
proper  repair,  maintain  the  necessary  equipment,  and  support  the 
work  carried  forward  in  said  buildings. 

Auticle  XII.  Finances 

1.  All  funds  appropriated  by  the  Foreign  Missionary  Societies 
shall  be  under  the  control  of  the  foreign  missionaries  as  directed  by 
their  several  Boards. 

2.  All  funds  raised  in  Japan  by  the  Japanese  shall  be  under  the 
control  of  the  Japanese  Church. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  DISCIPLINARY  PROVISION 

The  powers  and  duties  of  various  Conferences,  Quarterly,  Dis- 
trict and  Annual,  in  so  far  as  not  already  fixed  by  the  Joint  Com- 
mission; of  the  ministry  in  its  orders,  relations  and  numbers;  all 
officers  of  the  General  Conference  and  all  Boards  and  Societies;  pro- 
vision for  judicial  proceedings;  and  the  ritual  for  the  several  serv- 
ices of  the  Church — shall  be  determined  in  accord  with  the  pro- 
visions for  the  same  in  the  Disciplines  of  the  uniting  Churches; 
provided  that  where  these  Disciplines  differ  the  Japanese  Methodist 
General  Conference  shall  determine  which  form  shall  be  adopted. 

Discretionary  Poicers  Delegated  to  the  Representatives  of  the 
Commissions  Appointed  to  Visit  Japan  Under  Resolu- 
tion Adopted  July  19,  1906. 

1.  They  may  agree  to  the  omission  of  the  exception  placing  the 
amendment  of  the  Articles  of  Religion  beyond  the  operation  of  the 
process  for  changing  the  constitution,  if  such  omission  should  ap- 
pear necessary  to  the  adoption  of  the  basis  of  union. 

2.  In  matters  of  property  they  may  make  any  concession  neces- 
sary to  conform  with  Japanese  law. 

3.  They  shall  have  discretion  as  to  nonessentials  in  polity. 

4.  They  may  consent  to  the  original  form  and  number  of  the 
Articles  of  Religion  if  preferred  by  the  brethren  in  Japan,  mis- 
sionary and  native. 

5.  They  shall  have  power  to  determine  on  the  ground  any  points 
•overlooked  in  our  deliberations. 
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ADDENDA — MADE  CHIEFLY  IN  JAPAN 

Relation  of  the  American  and  Canadian  Churches  to  the 
Japanese  Church 

1.  The  relation  of  the  Churches  in  the  United  States  and  in  Canada 
to  the  Methodist  Church  of  Japan  shall  he  cooperative,  and  the 
appropriations  made  from  time  to  time  by  the  several  missionary 
organizations  for  work  in  Japan  shall  be  regarded  as  auxil- 
iary to  the  work  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Japan  (Nippon  Metho- 
dist Kyokwai),  and  be  administered  accordingly. 

2.  The  Japanese  Methodist  Church  (Methodist  Church  of  Japan) 
shall  not  be  organized  in  the  territory  of  the  United  States  nor  of 
Canada;  nor  shall  there  remain  any  organization  of  either  of  the 
three  uniting  churches  of  Japan  except  (1)  such  auxiliary  agencies 
and  legal  persons  or  corporations  as  may  be  needed  to  hold  the 
properties  and  maintain  schools  or  benevolent  institutions  estab- 
lished by  their  respective  missionary  societies;  and  (2)  such  new 
associations  as  may  be  found  necessary  in  the  work  of  cooperative 
evangelism  for  the  upbuilding  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Japan. 
But  this  rule  shall  never  be  so  construed  as  to  exclude  or  embarrass 
the  operations  of  either  of  the  uniting  churches  in  what  is  now 
the  territory  of  Korea. 

3.  The  Commissioners  will  recommend  to  their  respective  General 
Conferences,  at  the  next  ensuing  session  of  each,  such  legislation  as 
will  allow  to  Japanese  preachers  doing  missionary  work  among  their 
fellow  countrymen  in  cooperation  with  our  churches  in  the  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States  or  Canada,  corresponding  privileges  to 
those  granted  to  foreign  missionaries  in  the  Annual  Conferences  of 
the  Methodist  Church  of  Japan  under  the  terms  of  this  Basis  of 
Union. 

Further,  they  will  recommend  the  adoption  of  a reciprocal  arrange- 
ment under  which  transfers  of  ministers  and  members  may  be 
effected  between  the  church  of  Japan  and  the  American  churches 
which  are  parties  to  this  union,  under  such  conditions  and  terms 
as  may  be  agreed  upon  by  the  several  General  Conferences. 

The  Relation  of  Foreign  Missionaries  to  the  Nippon  Methodist 
Kyokwai  ( Methodist  Church  of  Japan) 

1.  The  supreme  and  only  reason  for  the  presence  of  Methodist 
missionaries  in  Japan  is  to  aid  in  bringing  Japan  to  Christ  at  the 
earliest  possible  day.  In  order  to  carry  out  this  purpose,  the  Meth- 
odist churches  of  the  United  States  and  of  Canada  must  continue  to 
bear  their  part  of  the  burden  which  rests  upon  the  Methodist  Church 
of  Japan,  and  continue  to  send  foreign  missionaries  to  Japan, 
under  the  three  Boards  of  Missions  taking  part  in  this  union,  in 
such  numbers  and  for  such  periods  as  may  by  these  Boards  be 
deemed  necessary  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  object  above  stated. 
These  missionaries  shall  hold  their  conference  relation  in  their  home 
conferences  and  shall  be  supported  wholly  by  their  respective  Boards 
of  Missions  until  recalled. 

2.  In  recognition  of  this  aid  from  the  American  churches  and  of 
his  services  to  the  church  in  Japan,  every  such  missionary  shall  be 
entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  membership  in  the  Annual 
Conference  to  which  his  work  for  the  preceding  year  has  been  re- 
lated, except  on  questions  in  which  the  character  or  conference  rela- 
tion of  Japanese  preachers  are  involved. 

3.  All  foreign  missionaries  shall  continue  their  present  assign- 
ments until  otherwise  appointed  by  arrangement  of  the  missionary 
authorities  of  their  respective  churches. 
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Relation  of  Commissioners  to  the  First  General  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Javan 

1.  The  Commission  of  Six  now  in  Japan,  made  up  of  two  repre- 
sentatives each  from  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  the  Methodist  Church  of  Canada,  being 
invested  with  full  authority  by  the  Commissioners  representing  the 
three  aforesaid  churches  in  the  United  States  and  in  Canada,  in 
addition  to  the  determination  of  the  Basis  of  Union,  which  shall 
be  final,  shall  hold  an  advisory  relation  to  the  General  Conference 
of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Japan  through  its  entire  session  begin- 
ning May  22,  1907. 

2.  Until  the  adoption  of  the  Book  of  Discipline  and  the  election 
of  the  first  Kantoku  the  chairmen  of  the  respective  Commissions  of 
the  uniting  churches  in  the  United  States  and  in  Canada,  who  are 
also  members  of  the  Commission  of  Six,  shall  preside  over  the 
sessions  of  the  General  Conference  in  rotation  in  such  order  as  the 
chairmen  themselves  shall  determine. 

Questions  Not  Covered  hy  the  Basis  of  Union 

Any  question  that  may  arise  not  covered  by  the  Basis  of  Union 
shall  be  referred  to  and  determined  by  the  Commissioners,  and  their 
decision  become  a part  of  this  Basis  of  Union. 

AGREED  TO  BY  THE  COMMISSIONERS  OF 
THE  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH, 

THE  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH,  SOUTH, 
AND  THE  METHODIST  CHURCH,  CANADA 

Earl  Cranston, 

A.  B.  Leonard, 

ATTEST:  C.  W.  Smith, 

Lemuel  Skidmore, 

C.  Z.  Lincoln. 

Commissioners  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
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